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Here is Amrita. And here is
fy her village. It is hot in the
\ ¥~ village. It is very hot.

Amrita loves the tree. The
beautiful, big, green tree.

‘I love you, tree,” says Amrita.
‘I love your green leaves. They
keep me cool.’



There is a forest near the village. A forest
of trees. And there is a desert. A desert of
hot, hot sand.

Amrita doesn’t play in the desert.
It is too hot there. Much too hot.

But she often plays in the forest.
It is cool there. Nice and cool.



One day men come. They come with axes.

‘The king wants wood!’ they say.
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The men from the village must go.
Amrita’s father must go. They must go
and chop down the trees. The beautiful
forest trees.




‘Why?’ cries Amrita. ‘Why?’

‘Stop it!” she cries. But the
men don’t hear her.

The king wants wood.
So the men don't listen.
They chop and chop
and chop.




Then it rains. It
rains a lot. It rains
and rains.

There are no trees to hold the mud.
So mud and water fill the river.

And then the river floods. The river
floods the village.



‘Help!’ cry the villagers. ‘Cling to the tree!
Cling to the branches of the big tree!’

Houses float away. Animals float away.

The villagers cling to the tree. They cling
to the branches of the big tree.

And their village floats. Their village
floats away.




And now everyone must work. They must
build. They must build the village again.



They must plant. They must plant
new trees.

‘Grow quickly, trees!” they say.
‘Grow quickly. Grow tall.’

@row quickly, trees!
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The villagers build their village again.
And the new trees grow big and strong.
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Amrita grows too. She gets
married. And everyone
dances.

They dance around the big tree.
They dance and sing. Everyone
is happy. And everything is
beautiful.



Then Amrita has children. And her

children love the tree. The beautiful,
big, green tree.
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The forest trees are big and strong. <
And Amrita’s children play there often.
It is cool there. Nice and cool.

But they don't play in the desert. It is
too hot there. Much too hot.




Sometimes the wind is strong. The
wind is strong and it blows the sand.

The sand tries to go to the village. But
the forest trees are there. So it can’t.

% Alittle sand comes through the door.
. And Amrita sends it away. She sends
it back outside.

‘Thank you, forest trees!” she says.
%y ‘You help us in many ways.’
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| Thank you, forest trees! )




Then one day men come again. They
come from the king.

‘The king wants more wood!” they say.

.. Get up and help us. p
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‘Get up!’ they say to the village men. ‘Get
up and help us. We must chop down all
the trees.’
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No! You can’t have our trees. | %

At first nobody speaks. Nobody says
anything.

‘Get up!’ say the king’s men.
Slowly the men get up.

‘No!” says Amrita. ‘You can’t have our
trees. We need our trees. You can’t chop
them down!’
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The king wants them. "
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"He can'’t have them!)

‘Be quiet, woman!’ say the king’s men.
‘The king wants them.’

‘No!’” says Amrita. ‘He can’t have them!
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‘Be quiet, woman!’ they say.
‘Take your children home!’

‘Right! Let’s start work!
Let’s chop this tree first.’



‘No!’ cries Amrita.

She runs to the tree.
She puts her arms
around it.

‘You can’t chop it down!’

‘Stand away!” shout the
king’s men.

an’t chop it down!
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‘No!’ says Amrita.

Then the villagers run. They each run
to a tree. And Amrita’s children run to
a tree. They put their arms around it.
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- Move away from the trees!

-

The king’s men are angry.
‘Move away from the trees!” they shout.
‘No!” shouts Amrita.

‘No!” shout all the villagers. ‘No!
No! NOV

‘No!” say Amrita’s little children.
‘No! No! NOYV




‘This is wrong,’ say the king’s men.
‘These people need their trees. It is

wrong to take them. We must go to
another place.’

AL R W
Take some of those trees.

Then the people speak.

‘Look! There is a forest over there.
Across the desert. Look! There is no

village over there. Take some of
those trees.’
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‘Yes, take some of those trees,’
says Amrita. ‘But not all of them.

‘And remember to give. Don’t just
take. Give. Give back.

‘Take some trees and then ... plant
more trees. Tell this to the king.’

And they do ... Yes ... they do.




Exercises

1 Write the words.

Sl

1 _It's a village. 2 It'sa : 3

2 Choosea, b, orc.

1 Amrita lives in the ...
a |/| village b forest ¢ desert

2 Thedesertis ...
a cool b hot ¢ green

3 The king wants ...

a wood b men ¢ leaves
4 The ... floods the village.
a tree b river ¢ sand

5 The villagers cling to the. ...
a mud b water ¢ tree
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3 Write the words.
plant floats build chopdown help plays

1 Amritaoften __ plays  inthe forest.

2 One day men come to the village. They the trees.

3 Theriver floods and the village away.

4 The villagers their village again.

5 They new trees.

6 The forest trees the villagers in many ways.

4 What do they say? Write the words.

(You can’t




Picture Dictionary
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leaves
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Classic Tales

Classic stories retold for learners of English — bringing the
magic of traditional storytelling to the language classroom

Level 1: 100 headwords

« The Enormous Turnip

+ The Little Red Hen

+ Lownu Mends the Sky

+ The Magic Cooking Pot

« Mansour and the Donkey

« Peach Boy

* The Princess and the Pea

« Rumpelstiltskin

+ The Shoemaker and the Elves
« Three Billy-Goats

Level 2: 150 headwords

Amrita and the Trees

Big Baby Finn

The Fisherman and his Wife

The Gingerbread Man

Jack and the Beanstalk

Thumbelina

The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse
The Ugly Duckling

Level 3: 200 headwords

« Aladdin

» Goldilocks and the Three Bears

+ The Heron and the Hummingbird
+ The Little Mermaid

« Little Red Riding Hood

« Rapunzel

Level 4: 300 headwords

+ Cinderella

+ The Goose Girl

+ Sleeping Beauty

« The Twelve Dancing Princesses

Level 5: 400 headwords

Beauty and the Beast

The Magic Brocade

« Pinocchio

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

All Classic Tales have an accompanying

« e-Book with Audio Pack containing the book and the
e-book with audio, for use on a computer or CD player.
Teachers can also project the e-book onto an interactive
whiteboard to use it like a Big Book.

« Activity Book and Play providing extra language practice
and the story adapted as a play for performance in class

oron stage.

For more details, visit
www.oup.com/elt/teacher/classictales

24

OXTORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Great Clarendon Street, Oxford ox2 6Dp

Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford.
It furthers the University’s objective of excellence in research, scholarship,
and education by publishing worldwide in

Oxford New York

Auckland Cape Town Dar es Salaam Hong Kong Karachi

Kuala Lumpur Madrid Melbourne Mexico City Nairobi

New Delhi Shanghai Taipei Toronto

With offices in

Argentina Austria Brazil Chile Czech Republic France Greece
Guatemala Hungary Italy Japan Poland Portugal Singapore
South Korea Switzerland Thailand Turkey Ukraine Vietnam

OXFORD and OXFORD ENGLISH are registered trade marks of
Oxford University Press in the UK and in certain other countries

This edition ® Oxford University Press 2011
The moral rights of the author have been asserted
Database right Oxford University Press (maker)

First published in Classic Tales 2008
2015 2014 2013 2012
1098765432

No unauthorized photocopying

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any
means, without the prior permission in writing of Oxford University
Press, or as expressly permitted by law, or under terms agreed with the
appropriate reprographics rights organization. Enquiries concerning
reproduction outside the scope of the above should be sent to the ELT
Rights Department, Oxford University Press, at the address above
You must not circulate this book in any other binding or cover

and you must impose this same condition on any acquirer

Any websites referred to in this publication are in the public domain
and their addresses are provided by Oxford University Press for
information only. Oxford University Press disclaims any responsibility
for the content

ISBN: 978 019 423890 8
This Classic Tale title is available as an e-Book with Audio Pack
ISBN: 978 0 19 423893 9

Also available: Amrita and the Trees Activity Book and Play
ISBN: 978 019 4238915

Printed in China
This book is printed on paper from certified and well-managed sources.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
lustrated by: Christophe Berthoud/Beehive Illustration



DD

ic T,
055" Lq,
O S

Level 2

Amrita
and the 11€€S

A retelling of the classic story for learners of English

DD

Also available:

Amrita and the Trees e-Book with Audio Pack containing the book
and the e-book with audio. Use the e-book to read and listen on your
computer, or teachers can project it onto an interactive whiteboard.
Amrita and the Trees Activity Book and Play providing extra
activities and the story adapted as a play for performance in class

or on stage.
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