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Cursive Writing To the Teacher

To the Teacher
For several years, there has been a push to drop cursive writing instruction from the
middle-school grades and instead concentrate solely on keyboarding skills. Recently, educators
have realized success in the 21st century requires students to be fluent in both handwriting and
keyboarding. As of 2016, seventeen states have set standards for “Written Language Production.”
Cursive Writing: Instruction, Practice, and Reinforcement is designed to be an effective,
easy-to-use resource for teachers and parents. This book provides instruction that demonstrates
proper letter formation, practice in writing individual letters and letter combinations, reinforcement
in word and sentence writing, and enrichment activities. This book includes:
« tips for posture, paper position, and pencil grip
* pre- and post-assessment

+ cursive writing rubric

« annotated letter formation with numbered arrows
that demonstrate the sequence and direction of strokes

« trace and write exercises

+ supported practice with examples of letter formation

+ practice writing sentences and paragraphs in cursive
« copy work practice with reproduction of the letters from memory

Cursive Writing: Instruction, Practice, and Reinforcement can be utilized as a unit of
instruction. The lessons also can be used independently or combined with others to review and
reinforce skills targeted for improvement. The book can be used as supplemental material to
enhance the middle-school curriculum in the classroom, for independent study, or as a tutorial at
home.

This book presents one style of cursive writing. It is a fairly simple style without much added
flourish to the letters. There are many different styles used in instructional materials, and students
will develop their own style of handwriting as they practice and mature. This book presents a basic
style for those who have never learned cursive writing and for those who need more practice to
improve their penmanship. If there are students who have learned different methods for forming
certain letters, it is suggested that they not be penalized for using those methods, as long as the
letters are legible and flow well with the writing samples.

Due to the limitations of the cursive font software used in this book, some letter connections

are not always made smoothly and completely. Every effort has been made to complete the letter
connections and indicate how the text should look in actual cursive writing.

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers i



Cursive Writing Penmanship and the Middle-School Grades

Penmanship and the Middle-School Grades

What Is Penmanship?
Penmanship is the method of writing with the hand using a writing instrument, such as a
pen or pencil.

What Is Cursive Writing?
Cursive writing, also known as longhand, is a form of penmanship. Letters are written
joined together in a flowing manner.

Why Teach Cursive Writing?

For several years, instruction in cursive handwriting has been limited or dropped altogether
from the school curriculum. Recently, parents and teachers have come to realize there are benefits
to learning cursive writing skills. Being able to read and write cursive allows students to:

+ read teachers’ written assignments.

+ read teachers’ comments on their graded work.

+ read historical documents.

+ become quick note-takers.

+ write their personal signature.

Take It Back to the Basics
1. Writing Portfolio: A writing folder will allow each student to collect and organize their completed
worksheets, evaluations, and projects.

2. 3 P’s of Penmanship: The correct posture, paper placement, and pencil grip is important to
producing legible handwriting. The tripod grasp method is the best way to hold a pencil, for
both right- and left-handed writers. But by middle school, many students may have learned a
different style. We do not advise trying to change a functional adapted grip, but instead try to
improve the grip if possible.

3. Pre- and Post-Assessment: Evaluate individual student accuracy in cursive writing before
beginning instruction. The results can be used to determine if students need instruction,
practice, or review to improve their current handwriting skills.

4. Instruction: Teaching correct letter formation and letter connection is basic to students
developing good handwriting habits. This book contains worksheets demonstrating these
skills, but modeling by the teacher is also useful. It is important to note that handwriting style
is unique to each student. Allowances should be made for a student’s personal style while
stressing legibility.

5. Practice: The key to successfully improving penmanship is practice, practice, and more
practice. Worksheets from this book can be copied and distributed to students to complete
while the teacher is taking roll, collecting homework, or conferencing with individual students.

6. Enrichment: Find reasons for students to use their cursive writing skills: journaling, writing to
a pen pal, or designing and creating personalized stationary and note cards.

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 2



Cursive Writing The 3 P’s of Cursive Writing

The 3 P’s of Cursive Writing

Posture

The proper body position will improve the legibility of your writing. You
should sit straight in the chair with feet on the floor. Lean forward slightly,
and place both arms on the desk top.

Paper
The proper letter slant is achieved by correctly positioning your handwriting paper on the
desk top. Place your paper at an angle.

Left-handed students should tilt paper to Right-handed students should tilt paper
the right. to the left.
Pencil

The proper pencil grip allows you to write neatly at a reasonable speed without putting a
strain on your hand. The tripod pencil grip is the most common way to hold a pencil, for both left-
and right-handed writers.

Left Hand Finger Positions Right Hand

Pencil shaft supported
between the thumb and
middle finger

Forefinger rests on top of
¢ pencil shaft T

Ring and little finger rest
lightly on palm of hand

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 3



Cursive Writing Cursive Writing Assessment

Name: Date:
Cursive Writing Assessment

Part 1: Forming Uppercase and Lowercase Letters

Directions: The letters of the alphabet are printed below. Now, you write the uppercase and
lowercase letters in cursive writing.

e -
. —
Cc Kk
- -

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 4



Cursive Writing Cursive Writing Assessment

Name: Date:
Cursive Writing Assessment (cont.)

T +£+ N
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, /A
o e,

Part 2: Forming and Connecting Letters

Directions: Write the sentence in cursive writing.

The quick brown fox jumped over the lazy dog.

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 5



Cursive Writing

Name:

Date:

Cursive Writing Rubric

Cursive Writing Rubric

Part 1: Forming Uppercase and Lowercase Letters

Criteria Excellent Good Fair Poor Score
4 3 2 1

Letter Letters are Most of the Many letters Few letters

Formation correctly letters are are not formed | are formed
formed. formed correctly. correctly.

correctly.

Letter Size All letter size is | Most letter size | Many Letter size not
appropriate for | is appropriate | examples of appropriate for
the line space. | for the line incorrect letter | line space (too

space. size. small or too
large).

Letter Slant All letters have | Most letters Many letters Slant of letters
a uniform slant. | have a uniform | do not have a | varies from

slant. uniform slant. letter to letter.

Part 2: Forming and Connecting Letters

Criteria Excellent Good Fair Poor Score
4 3 2 1

Legibility Writing is of Writing is Writing is Writing is
superior legible. partially legible. | difficult to read.
quality.

Forming All letters are Most letters are | Many letters Few letters

and correctly correctly are not are correctly

Connecting formed and formed correctly formed and

Letters connected and connected | formed or connected
correctly. correctly. connected correctly.

correctly.

Spacing Spacing is Most spacing is | Manyexamples | Spacing is
uniform uniform of uneven inconsistent
between letters | between letters | spacing between letters
and words. and words. between letters | and words.

and words.

Teacher Comments:

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 6




Cursive Letter Guide

Cursive Writing
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Cursive Writing Practice Paper

Practice Paper

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 8



Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Aa

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

T a (L a

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 9



Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Bb
Name: Date:

Cursive Guided Practice

/A

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the upper or lowercase letters
that follow.

< < = < < <
£ £ ) £ £ £ 40 £
’ ’ '’ ’ ’ ’
.t'L“,'f [ .z’,L‘,iof e T A - T - e -
% % ] %
:\:‘;a’ :\:‘;/ :\:';/ :\:‘;;’ :\:';;' :\:‘;a’ :\:‘;/ :\:';/

X 0 75 75 7T X 0 71 7T 7T
Ly 24 ’s 1’y 24 24 x4 ’s L4 s
174 174 174 174 17 124 24 24 24 124
4 A 4 A 4 A 4K 4 A 4 A 4 A 4 A 4 A 4 A
bt ¢, Pad ofi ¢l 27 o) ,/ z7 o ll Sl l, St/ ¢, 27 o ¢l =7 o ¢/ 1 ll i l,
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Cursive Writing

Cursive Guided Practice: Cc
Name:

Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

Vgl Vgl Vgl Vgl Vgl Vgl Vgl Vgl Vgl Vil Vel Plaadl Vg

/’ /’ /’ /’ /’ /’ /’ /’ /’ /’ /’ /’ /’
I O O O O O O O O O T T e
N’ N’ N’ N’ N’ Nee’ N’ Nee’ N’ N’ N’ N’ N’

N, N, Ny, N, N, N, Ny, N, N, S, Ny, N, N, N, Ny, N,
s [t s [t [t s [t s [t [t s [t s [t [t s
Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne? Ne?
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Dd

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

1

5 I

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

/ ~.\-||p" I“;.“!" 2’ Fe u.\-‘" I‘-.\-\‘". /‘L.\q‘p" I“;.‘-!" I‘L.‘.\Ip"
4 g £ g 2 g g 2 g g L g 2 g
A/ A7 A/ A/ A7 A/ A7 A
[7ANPR4 [ A NP4 [A NP4 L e? [A NP4 (A NP4 [ A NP4 [A NP4

» » » » » » » » »

7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
— gy — — — — Sy — — — — ey — — — — Sy — — — — oy — — — — ey — — — — Sy — — — — ey — — — — ey — — —
VA 7, 7", 7, 77, VA 7, 7", Vi
ir(;" (f‘-—" (f’!‘" (f‘.—" ’;f‘\—" ir(;" (f‘-—" (f’!‘" (f‘.—"
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Ee

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

2

T AT T T T AT T T T AT T T T AT T T TAT T T AT T T T AT T T AT T TR T T T AT T AT T T
L e 2 2 L e L. L e A A A A A
L P R P L R P R P L P R P L P R P R L P

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 13



Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Ff
Name: Date:

Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase and lowercase
letters that follow.

= — = — = T = T e —— T m— T mm— T mm—
/ 7 / / /
-‘I -‘I -‘I -‘I -‘I -‘I -‘I 4
| =y | =y L Sy | ey | .y | =y | =y L
4 4 4 4 Nt 4 4 4

7 3 7 2] ] 7 2] 7 2] ]
4 24 24 % 14 4 % % % 14
-, 34 g o4 -, 4 -, 4 -, 4 -, 34 -, o4 -, 4 -, 4 -, 4
7 7 ¢ 7 ¢ 7 ¢ 1 27 7 ¢ 7 ¢ 7 ¢ 7 ¢
71 71 71 71 71 71 71 71 71 71
B A R R R R R R R R T E—————...
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Cursive Guided Practice: Gg

Cursive Writing

Date:

Cursive Guided Practice

Name:

2

-z d

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase

letters that follow.

e

15
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Hh

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

v I,.. = ,,.- = /.- = /.- = I,.- rry /.- = ,,.- = /.- = /.-
Y Ay S Y S R S Y S Y S A R S R S R S
£ 1,7 £ 1,7 | AV L5 1,4 £ 1,7 £ 1,7 £ 1,7 £ 1,4 L3514

/Y /o 4 s 4 4 /o 4 4

g ] 77
/77 /7 24 /7 24 /77 /7 24
V74 V74 V74 V74 17 17 17 17
A SRR R s R L VR R 5 A s
- ’ -, -, - - -, -
P ond <l s’ R A4 <L s’ prar i %4 RN P N4 R R

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 16



Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: li

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

— — = — — = — — - — — = — — = — — = — — = £
L LY v e/ beee 1 L LY e/
Nt N Nty AL AP { Neart Ny AL

— = a4 — — — — —a—— — — — —a—— — — — —a—— — — — —a—— — — — —a—— — — — —a—— — — — —a—— — — — —a—— — — — —a—— — ———
V2
. . . . . . . . . .
s 7’7 sz s7 sz sr 7’7 sz s7 s7
7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
.

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 17



Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Jj

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase and lowercase
letters that follow.

4 4 4 4 4 4 4 e d 4 e 4 4
4 s 4 4 2 4 4 4 4 e 4 R4
PRl PR ad PRl sl e ad PRl P ad PRl Podad PR ad Pl Pl
.7 .7 7 .7 7 .7 7 7 .7 7 .7 .7
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Cursive Guided Practice: Kk

Cursive Writing

Date:

Cursive Guided Practice

Name:

2

1—

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase letters

that follow.

19
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: LI

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase and lowercase
letters.

DY L) Y L) ) DY L)
ke £ g . g ) 97
7,0 7,/ 7,0 7,0 7,0’ 7,0 7,/
B o — e R — L [ — L R { S { oS { o —
7
4 4 'I " ’ 0’ 4
S B < £ S k<4 e
pSag p—rg prag pS=g g pS=tag p—rg
p—

~—

7 7 7 7 7 7 7 W

SR S S S S S S S S S
Rl 4 Rl 4 Rl 4 Rl Rl 4 ad 4 Rl 4 d a4 a4
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Mm
Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

— - [’ - [’ o [’ o [ o ” Y ” Y [ Y
' '
Yy ) o ) o ) o ) o ) o ) o ) o N
e / e / e / e / e e / e / e /
VA A e VA A e VA A e VA A e VA A e VA A e VA A e VA A e

— = emmL,y — — — — — - - — — — = s - — — — — -~y — — — — — -y — — — — — -y — = = — — -y — - =
/¢ % ‘¢’, P , e 0"' - ,'¢ 7 0',' § , S b’l’ p , ke ‘l" P /¢ % ‘¢’, p ) S 0"' -
A A 2 s { .~ £ r {7 P A 2 ? {.” Lt y) s { .~
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Nn

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase and lowercase
letters that follow.

> > >~ >~ >~ >~ > >~ >,
‘&" "7 "7 "7 "7 "7 "7 "7 ‘&')

- - - - - —— — — — — 7= —— — — — — 7= —— — — — — 7= —— — — — — 7= —— = = — - - - — —— — — — — ———
7 g 7 g 12 7 g 7 ] 7 T 7

7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7

7’ 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7

7 =, — T = = =-,r — - = = = =L — - — =, — — — = e -—r — — — — =T -
/'I 1, /'I 7, /'I 7, M , /'I 1, /'l 1, /'I 7, /'I 7,
P P P e I L2 L L2 L P e P I
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Oo

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

ol P P R g s P R R
1 _ I FE Y AR 1. 1 _ | Y A 1. 1 _ 1. 4 . _ 7 _ N _ _ _
.L a :I - :l I' ‘l II 'l II :L l’ .L II :l I' ‘ II
Nae” Nae? Sae” Noe” Sae? Nae” Nae? Saee”

R F RS FE SRS S N NS T e RS 1T S S N -
I I I 1 i I I I 1 I
AW2 \4' \t, \4’ \o’ \4’ \4' \t, \4’ \o’
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Pp
Name: Date:

Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase and lowercase
letters that follow.

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 24



Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Qq
Name: Date:

Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

== == == == == == == == =
2 Y 2 g Fah 2 Fah 2 Fah
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Y A N A JE B S Y A _ _
{7 7 {7 {7 {7 {7 {7 {7 {7
et A - v A - v A - v
g 0 0 g g o
:~
:~
T, S, s, s, s, s, s, sy, e,
4 ‘v v ‘v v v ‘v v ‘v
{17 { 2.7 {47 {27 { 2.7 {47 {27 {47 {27
I I I I I I I I I
] ] ] ] ]
. T - N N ~_ . . _N N ~_ . N N ~_
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Rr

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

—~' /—~" —~} ,'/", ,'/—~) "/—~' ,’/—~" A —~}
7 7 o7
JI — - — — JI§7’L - = = Jﬁf'l; — = = Jﬂf’lf — = = ‘!1&:”7 - = = Jﬁfflf - = = J§7’L - = = Jﬁ:'L 77777
. g .
/L /L 7 7 /L 7 /L 7
o :/.7 L 7/.7 L 7/.7 L :/. 77777777 ’ .7 L 7/.7 L :/.7 L :/.7 L 7’.7 L 7/.7 L 7/)7 L :/)7 L 7/’ 77777
AL L L L L L L L L L L L L LS
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Ss

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

’
1/
77777777777777777 o - _r - L -y - _¥r - _¥Kr -
L ’l’ L. 'l’ LR LRy LR [ Xe ] LR LR
Pl v’ >’ Pl >’ Pl v’ >’
R a4 24 24 N a? R a4 24
s VR VR v pialy il i A A A AT T
R <27 <27 <z’ R4 <i’ <27 <27 <z’ i’
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Tt

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

T —" Kagin 2l Kagin 2l .¢‘:r-.¢’ ,‘:r-—' T —" ,’:r-a’ '—:I“’
- - — — — - - — — — - - — — — - - — — — - - — — — - - — — — - - — — — - — - — - — —
| Y=y | =y | =y L=y | Yy | Y=y | =y | =y
4 No? 4 4 4 4 Nas o

7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
AV A A A A A AV Ay A A
s 1 s s o1 1 s ~1 7 1 s
— N Pl 4 — N Pl 4 — N Pl 4 Pl 4 — Nu? Pl 4 — N
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Uu

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

7=, >, > = > > = >% >, > = >
H4 )y 7 H4 HE4 HE4 HE4 )y 7 H4 HE4
-~ )/ AR A~ )/ AR A~ Y A e / A / 2~ )/ AR A~ )/ AR A~ Y A e /
7 %4 ’ %4 ’ 7/ ’ %4 ’ %4 ’ %4 ’ %4 ¥4 7/ ¥4 4
HPRr s Lol Lol LR te PR te HPR 9t Lol Lol Lol
I '17 £ ;l 777777777777 7 A 4 F T T ¥ T 7 A 7 A - 0 - - =
’ ’ ’ . ’ ’ ’ ’
"L ’o!"/ "(_ ,o!_ Rd PRl ,o’ Pa PRl ,o{ v PRl ’fl R L ’ol Pa PRdi ,o!_ Rd PRdi ,o’ Pa
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Vv

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase and lowercase
letters that follow.

~ 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7
I g Iy Iy Iy Iy I g I Iy I g Iy

-ty — — — A — — — — I —y — — — Ay — — — VI — — — Ay — — — — I — — — — I—y— — — — I — — — — Iy — — — —
7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7

17 17 17 17 U 17 17 17 17 17

e e e e e e e e e e

- 3 1 U 3 1% U I I Uy S I Uy 3 1 Uy 3 1% U Y A T T T T
Cd 4 4 e Cd Cd 4 4
AR A AR AR AR AR AT AT
2 L pa £ 2L’ 2L 2 L £ £
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Ww
Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

A~ U AL

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

=, =, =, =, =, =, =, =, > y A
-~ 77 -~ 77 -~ 77 -~ 77 -~ 77 -~ 77 -~ 77 -~ 77 =~ 7 7
1 ;7 7 1 ;7 7 1 ;7 7 1 ;7 7 1 ;7 7 1 ;7 7 1 ;7 7 1 ;7 7 1 /7
by — — by — by — — by — Vg — Ay — — Ay — — Ay — — —Ayy——
7 71 7 71 Il 77 Il 77 Il 77 Il 77 Il Y Il Y Il Y
1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1A 1AL/
I B R  ui? R w2 . U S e i S Fa un iy el e A A u
4 I\ . AN 7 AN \ 7 7\, I\ . 4 ZAN 4 1\
2 AL U AL ot A N . VAL IR AL . AL VR AL ol A N
Pl 5 8% PRl 8% PR 54 8% <L PR Wi & PR 8% Pl 8% PR W3 8%
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Xx

Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

"‘,/ "i,/ "i,/ "i// "i’/ "i,/ "i,/ "i,/ "i//
Y P ) P il o, i, 0, ) P T
/\ - AN I\ _~ AN I\~ /\ - AN /\ - AN

— —r— — — —ewge—— — — — —— — — — —r— — — —w ge—r— — — — —y— — — — —r— — — — —r— — — — —— ———
Rt Ll Rt Rt s Rt s Rt s Rt adla Rt ads Rt ods Rt s
0 4 vt 4 » 4 Pt ) 4 0 4 o9 4 ) 4 0 4 Pt ) 4
Pl 0 A Pl i 4 L Pald 90 i i i
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Cursive Guided Practice: Yy

Date:

Cursive Guided Practice

Cursive Writing

Name:

m ﬁ | | | | | | N , | | [ |
S| | | , | \ | | [ |
o TSN ! , ! ! Taw.. | ! , ! !
= RN Ry
() SRS RN | | | | N J | | | |
= | | [ , [ [ ~d [ , | [
[e) , | | | | | ! : | | I |
- : , ! , ! , , , ! ! ! !
,
o s~ ! , , | \, | | | |
© N\ , | , | SV ! ! ! !
7] RN | | , | DN | | , |
@® i | | I | ,n.”/_/uv” | | , |
o , , | | | | P [ , | [
[0} ! : | , | | | |
Q ! | | , | , , | | I |
o L , | | I | . |
> ~ [ , [ [ AN | [ , [ [
N | | | | S | | , |
) IS A | i | | , |
- I I | ﬁoll_ IR
— | | | | | | (XN | | | | |
o , , | | , | I | | , |
< ! , [ , [ [ | [ [ , | [
= Q! | | , | \ , ! ! : !
= =~ /,__,/ , [ , | [ N [ , , ! ,
SRR ] | | , | "y ! , ! !
o,
% , , [ | | | ,nml_ /v” [ , [ [
= | | | | | | ~J | | | |
% , [ [ | | [ , ! , , , [
< ~ P/_ I | | , | ,r ” ” ” ” ”
ool N | | , |
c ﬂ I,IIQ_IIID | | | | RS I I I I I
7#» |
0] | , ! , , | o Yaey ! ! ! !
< | | | | , | O ! ! , |
o : , | | | | N [ , [ [
- . | | , |
%) IIF °\ | | | | | | |
m_l.v ol I/Z,ll | | I | | \ | I | I I
N | | , |
i b ” , ” , N ! ! , |
2 | , | ” | ” q..,a,,l, ! , ! !
| | SN
w | | | | , | N /L, ! ! : !
= SaL s [ ! ! , , I , ! , [
re) "N , | | , | | , ! ! , !
© »\J/ \./ly [ , , [ \ [ ! ! ! !
“— : , | | , | N ! , : !
o | | | | | | 7..,.?/ | [ , , [
O} [ , [ [ NN N , , , ,
.m | | | | | | (AN | | | | |
- /FD , | | | | Y [ | [ |
Q =~ a_,/y, , , ! , ! ! ! ! ! !
< NS | [ , [ [
| | , |
= | | | | | | ,r/ | | | , |
% : ! , | | | | "™y ! | , !
© W , [ | | | | ,nﬂl_/U” [ , [ [
T — IlFb | | | | | : ~J , | | | |
.. 8 i~~{L /,__,lny, | | , | : , ” , : !
0 NN | | | | | | |
cCa | | | | , | \ ! ! ! : !
= L , |
O = , | [ | [ [ vy , 7
R
el ) W)v.l
o & , , , , , , Ry ! !
o0 Q] _ | ,x/ ! | | , |
— ..n_lu. ~o %I | I | I | | I
noe SRS RN | , | | , |
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Cursive Writing Cursive Guided Practice: Zz
Name: Date:
Cursive Guided Practice

1

}/ ,,,,,,, } ,,,,,

Directions: Trace the line of dotted letters. Then practice writing the uppercase or lowercase
letters that follow.

_ ,/L ,,,,, y A y A y A y A y A y A A A y A
{’I "I "I {’I {’I "I {’I "I "I {’I
S K K K K K K K K K
(954 (954 (954 (954 (954 (954 (954 (954 (954 (954
_ _ _ _ _ _ P _ _ _ _
2 /r i /f 7 /f Vol /f i /r i 'lr i /f Vel /f Vel /r i /f
RV RV & L L RV £ RV £ RV & RV & RV 4 RV £ RV 4
e -
7 /7 7 o7 7 7 /7 7 7 7
I VA v [ oo L v v [ oo v

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 34



Cursive Writing Practice Numbers and Punctuation Marks

Name: Date:
Practice Numbers and Punctuation Marks

Directions: Practice writing the numbers and punctuation marks.
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Cursive Writing Letter Combinations: a, ¢, d, g, 0, q
Name: Date:
Letter Combinations: a, c,d, g, 0, q

Directions: Practice writing the letter and letter groups after each example.

R
J J79 J77
T R
/A e e VA o e e VA
a9 944 ’oaq940
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Cursive Writing Letter Combinations:r, s, u, v, w

Name: Date:
Letter combinations: r, s, u, v, w

Directions: Practice writing the letter and letter groups after each example.

a7 N o
A AN AN
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Cursive Writing Letter Combinations: i, j, p, t
Name: Date:
Letter Combinations: i, j, p, t

Directions: Practice writing the letter and letter groups after each example.

W””7””ﬁfwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁw 777777777777777
A A -
J ad ddJ
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Cursive Writing Letter Combinations: e, b, f, h, k, |

Name: Date:
Letter Combinations: e, b, f, h, k, |

Directions: Practice writing the letter and letter groups after each example.
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Cursive Writing Letter Combinations: m, n, x, y, z

Name: Date:
Letter combinations: m, n, x, vy, z

Directions: Practice writing the letter and letter groups after each example.
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Cursive Writing Days of the Week and Abbreviations
Name: Date:

Days of the Week and Abbreviations

Directions: Practice writing the days of the week.
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Cursive Writing Months of the Year
Name: Date:

Months of the Year

Directions: Practice writing the months of the year.

e
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Cursive Writing Common Abbreviations

Name: Date:
Common Abbreviations

Directions: Practice writing these common abbreviations. Don’t forget the period.
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Cursive Writing Historical Document: Declaration of Independence

Name: Date:
Historical Document: Declaration of Independence

4 We frold ther trutha to b wlf—evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed boy thein
thee are Zife, Lirty and the pursit of Nappiness .

Directions: Copy the excerpt using proper cursive writing form.
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Cursive Writing Historical Document: Preamble to the U.S. Constitution
Name: Date:

Historical Document: Preamble to the U. S. Constitution

4 U the Prople of the United sHtates, in order to- form

ounsebves and owr Fowtenity, do ordain and etalblish
this Constitution for the United sftates of Umerica .

Directions: Copy the excerpt using proper cursive writing form.
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Cursive Writing Historical Document: Gettysburg Address

Name: Date:
Historical Document: Gettysburg Address

in Ubernty, and dedicated to- the proposition that all

Directions: Copy the excerpt using proper cursive writing form.
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Cursive Writing Famous Quotes of the American Revolution
Name: Date:

Famous Quotes of the American Revolution

Directions: Copy the quotes using proper cursive writing form.

“These are the times that Ly men v soudsy.”
__ThOmOS POIhe

“b@éﬁwmmbwﬁ,@wmomwé@é&; M@d/ﬁ\ﬂ/
me, WWWWWW@M//”

——Patrick Henr‘y

“pmw./%wwﬂnwwmmmwm%&

MW@WW@%@.”

——J—Ohﬁ Adoms
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Cursive Writing Famous Quotes of the Civil War

Name: Date:
Famous Quotes of the Civil War

Directions: Read the famous quotes from the Civil War era and note the authors. Copy the quotes
using proper cursive writing form.

——Abrohom LIﬁCO'h

“W&WW@%WW&WWWW,

hawve the other, ..."
__Hdrr|e-|— Tubmgn

“%Mcmf&mwwm%w/w; WWKA/
and traitors.”

——S+ep|’16ﬁ AI”I’\O'CI Doug|os
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Cursive Writing Notable Historical Quotes

Name: Date:
Notable Historical Quotes

Directions: Copy the quotes using proper cursive writing form.

" frl safy in the midat of may enemics, for the truth ia
MWWW%W”

——SOJOUFﬁeF TI”U-H’]

“From where the sun nowr stands, JW%WWW

/G‘O,WY’/)/.”

——Chle{ J—OSGPI’\

“ﬁy%WWWWWW%WW
wowunds.”

——Dorothea Dix
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Cursive Writing Great Literature: Jungle Book

Name: Date:
Great Literature: Jungle Book

Jungle Book is a collection of stories by Rudyard Kipling. The book is about a young boy named
Mowgli who survives in the jungle as a member of a wolf pack.

K “%W%&Mo%%&/aﬂw, ity odd and £y true
as the sy WWW%@"MW@W
prospen, M%&W@%WMW%W@WW. o

the stength of the pack v the wolf and the strength of

%&waégw/%/y/z@ué,”

Directions: Copy the excerpt from Jungle Book using proper cursive writing form. If you need
more paper, use a copy of the practice paper.
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Cursive Writing Great Literature: The Call of the Wild
Name: Date:

Great Literature: The Call of the Wild

The Call of the Wild is a novel by Jack London. The book is about Buck, a dog that endures
many hardships in his effort to survive in the wilds of Alaska.

K@MW@@&WMMW%MWWL
and sepy of the foreat, rading signs and

Directions: Copy the excerpt from The Call of the Wild using proper cursive writing form. If you
need more paper, use a copy of the practice paper.
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Cursive Writing Great Literature: Little Women

Name: Date:
Great Literature: Little Women

Little Women is a novel by Louisa May Alcott. The book is about the lives of four sisters:
Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy March.

-

“JWWMMMWMM%J%}WMW
WWWWWWM)D&WWJ)%
dead. N don't Ernowr what, MJ)%M/WWQM/W
wmmmmmww@%ww/’

Directions: Copy the excerpt from Little Women using proper cursive writing form. If you need
more paper, use a copy of the practice paper.
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Cursive Writing Great Literature: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

Name: Date:
Great Literature: The Adventures of Tom Sawyer

The Adventures of Tom Sawyer is a novel by Mark Twain. The book is about a mischievous,
yet courageous and resourceful boy growing up along the Mississippi River.

K WMWW%&WWWW
something so- weirds and grisly about the dead silence

mo-ment, to- veniure L.

Directions: Copy the excerpt from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer using proper cursive writing
form. If you need more paper, use a copy of the practice paper.
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Cursive Writing Great Literature: The Velveteen Rabbit

Name: Date:

Great Literature: The Velveteen Rabbit

The Velveteen Rabbitis a novel by Margery Williams. The story is about a stuffed rabbit that
desires to become real.

hain Aas bern loved off, and your eys drop out and
WW%W@M& WWWWW
Wcm/z‘/&ng/&/, W%WWW@

wunderstand.

Directions: Copy the excerpt from The Velveteen Rabbit using cursive writing. If you need more
paper, use a copy of the practice paper.
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Cursive Writing Proverbs

Name: Date:
Proverbs

In 1733, Benjamin Franklin began the publication of Poor Richard’s Almanac.
The book was printed annually from 1732 to 1758. Itincluded weather and agricultural

predictions, charts of the moon’s phases, and a series of proverbs.

Directions: Copy the proverbs from Poor Richard’s Almanac using proper cursive writing
form.

1. Honesty is the best policy.
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Cursive Writing Tongue Twisters

Name: Date:

Tongue Twisters

A tongue twister is a phrase or sentence that is hard to say fast, because of

the sequence of nearly similar sounds used in the expressions.

Directions: Copy the tongue twister using proper cursive writing form.

1.

She sells seashells by the seashore. The shells she sells are surely seashells.

Fuzzy Wuzzy was a bear. Fuzzy Wuzzy had no hair. Fuzzy Wuzzy wasn'’t very fuzzy, was
he?

Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers. How many pecks of pickled peppers did Peter
Piper pick?
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Cursive Writing Pangram Challenge
Name: Date:

Pangram Challenge

Apangram is a sentence that contains all the letters of the alphabet. Pangrams
are a great way to practice penmanship. The most well-known pangram is

“The quick brown fox jumps over a lazy dog.”

Directions: Work with a partner to create a pangram. Use a thesaurus or dictionary if you need
help. Follow the steps below.

Step 1: Create the shortest pangram possible using all the letters of the alphabet.

Step 2: The pangram must be a complete sentence and make sense.

Step 3: Write your pangram in cursive on the lines below.

Step 4: Trade your completed pangram with another team. Copy their pangram in
cursive writing at the bottom of the page.

My Pangram
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Cursive Writing Quill Pen and Ink Signature

Name:

Date:

Quill Pen and Ink Signature

The colonists used quill pens and ink to write letters and important documents.
Quill pens were made from the wing feathers of geese, turkeys, and other large
birds. Thomas Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence using a quill pen.

The fifty-five members of the Continental Congress who signed the document used
a quill pen. John Hancock, president of the Congress, was the first to sign.

Activity #1

Directions: View the Declaration of Independence and the signatures of the colonists who
signed the document online at <https://catalog.archives.gov/id/1656604>. Notice John Hancock’s
signature. It is reported that he wrote his name in this large and flamboyant style so the “King could
read it without his spectacles.”

Activity #2
Directions: Add your signature to the Declaration of Independence and print a copy of the
document online at <https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration_sign.html>.

Activity #3

Directions: Make your own quill pen and ink by following these steps.

Step 1:
Step 2:
Step 3:

Step 4:
Step 5:

Step 6:

Step 7:

Soak a large feather (about 10 inches long) in warm
soapy water for 15 minutes. Dry it with a paper towel.

Cut off the bottom two inches of the tip with scissors.

Cut at an angle. This is the point of the pen called the nib.
Use a pin or toothpick to carefully clean out the center of
the nib.

Cut a small slit in the nib. This helps control the flow of ink.
Make ink by crushing one cup of berries through a strainer into a glass jar. Add 1 teaspoon
of vinegar and one teaspoon of salt. If the ink is too pale, add a drop of red or blue food
coloring. CAUTION: Cover your work area with newspapers. Do not spill ink on your
clothes. It may leave a permanent stain.

To write, dip the nib into the ink. Press off the excess ink on a paper towel. Hold the quill
at an angle and write with the tip. Repeat this step when your pen runs out of ink.
Practice writing your name on a separate piece of paper with your quill pen until you are
satisfied with the way it looks. Then write your signature in the box below.

Signature Box

405023-EB © Mark Twain Media, Inc., Publishers 58



Cursive Writing President Lincoln’s Letter to Mrs. Bixby

President Lincoin’s Letter to Mrs. Bixby

During the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln wrote a letter to Mrs. Bixby using a quill
pen. The original letter no longer exists. However, a copy was printed in a Boston newspaper a
few days after being delivered to Mrs. Bixby. Although the letter is admired by many scholars as
one of Lincoln’s greatest writings, there is some controversy concerning whether Abraham Lincoln
or one of his aides wrote the letter.

Lincoln, Abraham. [The Celebrated ‘Bixby’ letter. Facsimile]. 1864. Manuscript/Mixed Material. Retrieved from the
Library of Congress, <https://www.log.gov/item/scsm000360/>.
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Cursive Writing President Lincoln’s Letter to Mrs. Bixby

Name: Date:
President Lincoin’s Letter to Mrs. Bixby (cont.)

Directions: It is important to be able to write in cursive, but it is also important to be able to read
cursive writing. Read Lincoln’s letter to Mrs. Bixby. Answer the questions in complete sentences
using cursive writing.

1. Where and when was the letter written?

4. Lincoln wrote thousands of documents, and his handwriting is well known. What tip would
you give the president for improving his cursive penmanship?
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Cursive Writing Write to a Pen Pal

Write to a Pen Pal

It is exciting to visit the mailbox and find a thick envelope inside with your name carefully
written on the outside. There is something special about opening the envelope and finding a letter
especially written for you. A pen pal is someone with whom you can exchange letters. Having a
pen pal is a great way to make a new friend while learning about another school, town, state, or
country.

Pen Pal Toolkit

+ loose-leaf notebook paper or nice stationery

« fountain pen or ball point pen (blue or black ink)
+ envelope

« stamps

Writing a Great Letter

« Share Information About yourself: Your pen pal will want to know all about you and your
interests. Write about a pet, your hobbies, sports programs or school clubs you are involved
with, what you did during the week, what you love to eat, or your favorite school subject,
book, movie, or video game.

- Ask Questions: Think of pen pal writing as conversation on paper. It is important to tell
about yourself but also to ask questions about your pen pal. It shows your new friend that
you are interested in his or her life and what they have to say.

- Be Creative: Personalize your letter by including a “tuck-in” such as a drawing, school
picture, special sticker, or trading card.

Address the Envelope Correctly

Addressing the envelope correctly is important. If your letter isn’t properly addressed, your
pen pal will probably not get the letter. There are three parts to correctly addressing an envelope:
return address, delivery address, and stamp.

Your First and Last Name
PO Box Number or Street Name Postage Stamp
4 City, State Zip Code

Return Address

Pen Pal’s First and Last Name 1
P.O. Box Number or Street Name Delivery Address
City, State Zip Code N
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Cursive Writing Parts of a Pen Pal Letter

Parts of a Pen Pal Letter

When you write to your pen pal, you will be using the friendly letter format. A friendly letter
includes several parts: heading, greeting, body, closing, and signature.

Center of Paper

O N Yowur sIthet Uddress
Fele V> City, sttate Jip Code
LDate

Skip Line

Lear Fn p@& Greeting
\ Skip Line

Indent -

— M, my name iv Don. <X am /2 pars
O ot M in the Gth grade at Rowund Jrw
Middle Ictool My favority sport v footdall
Ny favorite uilpct ia math. Mn my spare /Tdy_
time N like to- vide muy bike What do- yow \

Uke to- do- in your spare time?
Indent +—s- JW%MWWM N think

Skip Line

O Closing Yownr /Mm
—

00/0\47/ Signature
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CD-404110
CD-404114
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CD-404122
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CD-404124
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CD-404134
CD-404141

CD-404142

CD-404143
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Understanding the Human Body
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Ooey Gooey Science
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CD-404264

SOCIAL STUDIES

Holocaust

Elections

Basic Economics

Personal Finance

We the People: Government in America
Understanding Investment/Stock Market
U.S. History: Inventors, Scientists,
Artists, & Authors

Economic Literacy

Jumpstarters for U.S. Government
Exploration, Revolution, and
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Westward Expansion and Migration
Slavery, Civil War, and Reconstruction
Industrialization Through the Great
Depression

World Governments

Medieval Times

Renaissance
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Economics and You

U.S. History Puzzles, Book 2
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CD-404267 World War |
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CD-404095 Daily Skill Builders: World Geography

CD-404133 World Geography Puzzles

CD-404169 Map Reading Skills

CD-404170 Exploring Africa

CD-404171 Exploring Antarctica

CD-404172 Exploring Asia

CD-404173 Exploring Australia

CD-404174 Exploring Europe

CD-404175 Exploring North America

CD-404176 Exploring South America

CD-404236 World Geography

CD-404247 Maps for U.S. History

CD-404248 U.S. States and Territories Maps

CD-404263 Geography Warm-Ups

CD-405015 World Geography Puzzles: Countries
of the World

LANGUAGE ARTS

CD-404008 Diagraming Sentences
CD-404073 Jumpstarters for Figurative Language
CD-404081 Jumpstarters for Root Words, Prefixes,
& Suffixes
CD-404112 Using Graphic Organizers: Gr. 6-8
CD-404113 Using Graphic Organizers: Gr. 5-6
CD-404130 Jumpstarters for Analogies
CD-404131 Writing: Fundamentals for the
Middle-School Classroom
CD-404156 Grammar and Composition
CD-404148 Jumpstarters for Abbreviations
CD-404149 Jumpstarters for Synonyms and
Antonyms
CD-404166-CD-404167 Nonfiction Reading
Comprehension: Grades 5-6, 7-8
CD-404177 Reading: Literature Learning Stations
CD-404178 Reading: Informational Text Learning
Stations
CD-404179 Language Learning Stations
CD-404180 Writing Learning Stations
CD-404181 Understanding Informational Text
Features
CD-404182 Comprehending Functional Text
CD-404210 Literacy in Science and Technology:
Learning Station Activities to Meet CCSS
Literacy in History and Social Studies:
Learning Station Activities to Meet CCSS
CD-404212 Using Primary Sources to Meet
Common Core State Standards
CD-404214 Project-Based Learning Tasks for
Common Core State Standards
CD-404215 Common Core: Elements of Literature
CD-404216 Common Core: Conducting Research
Projects
CD-404217 Common Core: Complex Issues in Text
CD-404218 Common Core: Types of Text
CD-404219 Common Core: Grammar Usage
CD-404223-404225 Assessment Prep for Common
Core Reading: Grade 6, 7, 8
CD-404226-404228 Common Core Language Arts
Workouts: Grade 6, 7, 8
CD-404229-404231 TestPrepforCCSS Performance
Tasks: Grade 6, 7, 8
CD-404242-CD-404244 Language Arts: Practice
and Application: Grades 5, 6, 7-8

CD-404211

CD-404245 Language Arts Warm-Ups: Expanding
Vocabulary

CD-404250 Poetry Comprehension

CD-404253 Language Arts Tutor: Grammar,
Capitalization, and Punctuation

CD-404254 Project-Based Activities

CD-404255—-CD-404257 Reading Comprehension
Practice, Grades 5, 6, 7-8

CD-404258 Speaking and Listening Learning
Stations

CD-405022 Brain Aerobics

CD-405023 Cursive Writing

STUDY SKILLS

Improving Study & Test-Taking Skills
Note Taking: Lessons to Improve
Research Skills & Test Scores
CD-1625-CD-1630  Preparing Students for
Standardized Testing: Grades 3-8

CD-1859
CD-1597

MATH

CD-404041 Pre-Algebra Practice
CD-404042 Algebra Practice
CD-404043 Algebra Il Practice
CD-404044 Geometry Practice
CD-404083 Daily Skill Builders: Algebra
CD-404084 Daily Skill Builders: Division
CD-404085 DailySkillBuilders:Fractions & Decimals
CD-404086 Daily Skill Builders: Pre-Algebra
CD-404087 Daily Skill Builders: Word Problems
CD-404088 Exploring Fractions
CD-404089 Math Reference for Middle Grades
CD-404132 Math Skills Mind Benders
CD-404144 Math Tutor: Algebra Skills
CD-404145 Math Tutor: Pre-Algebra Skills
CD-404146 Math Tutor: Fractions & Decimals
CD-404147 Math Tutor: Multiplication & Division
CD-404152 Math Games: Grades 5-6
CD-404153 Math Games: Grades 7-8
CD-404154 Basic Geometry
CD-404155 Math Projects
CD-404183 Adding and Subtracting Fractions
CD-404184 Multiplying and Dividing Fractions
CD-404213 All About Decimals: Math for CCSS
CD-404220-404222 Common CoreMathWorkouts:
Grade 6,7, 8
CD-404232-CD-404234 Assessment Prep for
Common Core Mathematics:
Grade 6,7, 8
CD-404235 Common Core Math Activities
CD-404237 Geometry Basics
CD-404238-CD-404240 Math for College and Career
Readiness: Grades 6, 7, 8
CD-404241 Pre-Algebra and Algebra Warm-Ups
CD-404252 Math Connections to the Real World
CD-405019 Pre-Algebra Quick Starts
CD-405020 Algebra Quick Starts
CD-405021 Fractions & Decimals Quick Starts
CD-405024 Algebra
CD-405025 Pre-Algebra
CD-405026 Statistics & Probability

FINE ARTS

Theater Through the Ages
CD-1596  Musical Instruments of the World
CD-1632 Everyday Art for the Classroom
CD-404135 American Popular Music

CD-1893

HEALTH & WELL-BEING

CD-404079 Jumpstarters for the Human Body
CD-404090 Healthy Eating and Exercise
CD-404115 Life Skills

CD-404186 Health, Wellness, and Physical Fitness




Cursive Writing: Instruction, Practice, & Reinforcement is designed to be
an effective, easy-to-use resource for teachers and parents who are instructing
middle schoolers in cursive writing. This book provides instruction that
demonstrates proper letter formation, practice in writing individual letters and
letter combinations, and reinforcement in word and sentence writing.

This book includes:

instruction in basic letter formation

practice in forming and connecting letter groups
applying skills through copy work

tips for proper posture, paper position, and pencil grip

enrichment activities
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evaluations to measure improvement

V' cursive writing rubric

Correlated to current national, state, and provincial standards
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