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[t is summer in a village
in Japan. An old man and
id woman eat dumplings.

Yum! Nice little dumplings.




Then the old man goes to cut wood.

And the old woman goes to the river.
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What a very big peach!
| \ y' : ..\& ik

; ﬁ#" /S

»r

Suddenly the old woman
sees something. It’s a peach.
A very big peach!

‘What a very big peach!’ she
says. ‘Why is it in the river?’



The very big peach smells nice.
[t smells of summer in Japan.

The woman catches it.

This peach smells
wonderful
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’ | ‘Mmm,’ she says. ‘This peach
. 7~ smells wonderful. I'm taking
o A 4 ithome with me.’
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‘What a big peach!’ says the
old man. ‘Let’s eat it right now!’

But then they hear something. It’s
a baby!

‘Stop!” says the baby. ‘Don’t cut me!’

There’s a baby in the peach! A baby
boy — a peach boy!




He is a wonderful baby, and he is
happy. The old man and woman
call him Momotaro - Peach Boy.

They give him nice little dumplings.
So he grows big and strong.



The old man and woman are good
to Momotaro. So Momotaro is
good too.
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Momotaro helps his mother and
father. He is a good boy. And he
is strong. He is very strong!



Then one day ogres come. Ogres
come to the village.

Stamp! Stamp! Stamp!

They break things. They take things.




The ogres take the people’s
treasure. Then they stamp
off into the sea.
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Momotaro can see the ogres. They
are going home. They are going
home to Ogre Island.



‘Mother, Father,” says Peach Boy.

‘I want to fight the ogres. Give me
some dumplings, please. And a

big stick.’

So his mother gives him
some dumplings. His father
gives him a big stick.

‘Goodbye,’ they say. ‘And
good luck.’

Good luck. A
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Momotaro walks along. Then he
sees a big dog.

‘Hi, dog!” says Momotaro. ‘I want to
fight the ogres. Have a dumpling
and come with me!’

So the dog eats the dumpling.
Then it goes with him.
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They walk along. Then they see
a pheasant.

‘Hi, pheasant!’ says Momotaro.
‘We want to fight the ogres. Have
a dumpling and come with us!’

So the pheasant eats the dumpling.
Then it goes with them.
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They walk along. Then
they see a monkey.
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i,monkey!)

‘Hi, monkey!” says Momotaro.
‘We want to fight the ogres. Have
a dumpling and come with us!’

So the monkey eats the dumpling.
Then it goes with them.
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‘My friends,’ says Momotaro, the
Peach Boy. ‘Let’s go to Ogre Island.
Let’s fight the ogres.’ <<
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‘There it is!” says Momotaro.
‘There’s Ogre Island! Look at the big
castle!’
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Momotaro and his
friends look up.
They look up at
the big, big castle.

The castle door is
closed. But the
pheasant flies up.
It flies up into the
castle.
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The pheasant fights
the ogres. The ogres
are afraid.

‘Help!’ they cry. ‘Help!’
Then the monkey goes

up. It goes up into the
castle. It opens the door.
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Momotaro and the dog run into
the castle.

Bang! Bang! Bang! Momotaro
fights the ogres with his stick.

The dog, the pheasant, and the
monkey all fight. They all fight
the ogres.
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The ogres are afraid.

‘We are sorry,” they say. ‘Please go.
Take your treasure and go.’

Momotaro takes the treasure.

‘Hurray!” he says. ‘Good work,
my friends!’
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Momotaro and his friends go home.
They go home with the treasure.

All the people shout, ‘Hurray! Hurray!’

And the ogres never come back.
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Exercises

1 Write the words.

It's a : It's an : It's a

2 Write the words.

smells takes want sees _eat™ goes

1 The old man and the old woman __eat dumplings.

2 The old woman to the river.

3 She something in the river. It’s a peach.

4 The peach of summer in Japan.

5 The woman the peach home with her.

6 The old man and the old woman to eat the peach.
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3 Answer the questions.

1 Isitanapple?
No, it isn’t.
2 Isitapeach?

3 Isitintheriver?

4 Isitsmall?

5 Isthere a monkeyinit?

6 Isthere ababyinit?

4 Number the sentences 1-7. Then write sentence 8.

(] The monkey opens the castle door.

[ ] Momotaro goes to Ogre Island with a dog, a pheasant,
and a monkey.

(1) The ogres come to Momotaro’s village and take the

people’s treasure.

The pheasant flies up into the castle.

The ogres go home to Ogre Island.

Momotaro and his friends fight the ogres.

Momotaro’s mother and father give him some dumplings

and a big stick.
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Picture Dictionary

castle




strong He is strong.

Q

summer Itis summer.




Classic Tales

Classic stories retold for learners of English — bringing the
magic of traditional storytelling to the language classroom

Level 1: 100 headwords

« The Enormous Turnip

+ The Little Red Hen

+ Lownu Mends the Sky

+ The Magic Cooking Pot

« Mansour and the Donkey

« Peach Boy

« The Princess and the Pea

« Rumpelstiltskin

« The Shoemaker and the Elves
« Three Billy-Goats

Level 2: 150 headwords

Amrita and the Trees

Big Baby Finn

The Fisherman and his Wife

The Gingerbread Man

Jack and the Beanstalk

Thumbelina

The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse
The Ugly Duckling

Level 3: 200 headwords

« Aladdin

» Goldilocks and the Three Bears

+ The Heron and the Hummingbird
+ The Little Mermaid

« Little Red Riding Hood

« Rapunzel

Level 4: 300 headwords

+ Cinderella

+ The Goose Girl

+ Sleeping Beauty

+ The Twelve Dancing Princesses

Level 5: 400 headwords

Beauty and the Beast

The Magic Brocade

Pinocchio

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
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All Classic Tales have an accompanying

« e-Book with Audio Pack containing the book and the
e-book with audio, for use on a computer or CD player.
Teachers can also project the e-book onto an interactive
whiteboard to use it like a Big Book.

« Activity Book and Play providing extra language practice
and the story adapted as a play for performance in class
oron stage.

For more details, visit

www.oup.com/elt/teacher/classictales
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