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JAKE’s
Big Day
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Building Sentences

b a e dk c a k e y o u
Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:

Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:

Try it:
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Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:

Activities
Story Questions

1. Where did Jake go? Jake went to the .
2. What did the ape have? The ape had a bowl of                      .
3. Where was the cake? The cake was on a                   .
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Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:

Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:
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Picture Fun
Find three hidden pictures of long a words.
Look at pages 3, 12, and 14.

Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:

answers: acorn, rake, table
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Reading Rods® Readers
The interactive way to build strong reading skills!

� Unique, effective, and fun manipulative-based reading instruction.
� Leveled readers progress from simple phonetic skills to more complex skills.
� Stories and illustrations capture and hold children’s imagination.
� Engaging, interactive activities in every book help children learn to:

•Identify the focus sound or sounds
•Master sight words
•Spell focus words
•Build new words with the focus sound or sounds
•Create simple sentences
•Learn about language
•Increase reading comprehension

� Pre-reading and follow-up activities allow for easy and immediate assessment.
� Plus! Beginning readers will enjoy finding hidden pictures in each book!

From the first Reading Rods® Reader to the last, children will be engaged and
excited about learning to read!

Written by: Mary Beth Spann
Consultant: Elizabeth Sycamore
Edited by: Alison Rooney
Illustrated by: Patrick Merrell
Designed by: Dave Metzger and Kellee Braun
Printed in China. 

© Learning Resources, Inc., Vernon Hills, IL (U.S.A.)
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All rights reserved. This book is copyrighted. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system or transmitted, in any form or by any means electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or 
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Use the words to build a sentence.
Write your sentence on a piece of paper. Include punctuation.
Draw a picture of your sentence.

W

Mary Beth Spann
Illustrated by Patrick Merrell

The Reading Rods® teaching method is covered
by U.S. Patent No. 6,685,477 and 7,018,210.
Other U.S. and foreign patents pending.

Visit our website to write a product review 
or to find a store near you.
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On his big day in May, Jake
went to the lake.
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It's your birthday today.
Let's celebrate!
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We baked you a cake.
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Along came a whale with a
big blue tail.
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He sat in the shade but could
not stay awake.
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Wake up, Jake!
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Shake, shake, shake.
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Along came an ape with a bowl
full of grapes.
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“Please stay,” said Jake, but
she sailed away.
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Jake wanted to play, but no
one would stay.

7098 Long a Book:7098 Long a Book  2/7/11  3:21 PM  Page 12

11

“Oh, please, please stay!” said
Jake, but he sailed away.
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Then came a snail with a
polka-dot pail.
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“Please stay,” said Jake, but he
sailed away.
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At last came a snake with a
cake on a plate.
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“Oh, please stay,” said Jake, but
she sailed away.
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