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Little Snail 
and Jay

Vowel Patterns 
ai, ay
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Activities
Story Questions

1. Where does Snail live? Snail lives in a             .
2. When does Snail crawl down the trail? Snail crawls down the trail

on .
3. What do Snail and Jay paint? Snail and Jay paint some  .

Use the words to build a sentence.
Write your sentence on a piece of paper. Include punctuation.
Read your sentence aloud.

Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:

Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:

Picture Fun
Find three hidden pictures of ai and ay words. 
Look at pages 7 (Hint: One word is a color.) and 11.

Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:
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Building Sentences

Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:

Read it:

Find it:

Build it:

Say it:
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answers: nail, gray, sailboat
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Reading Rods® Readers
The interactive way to build strong reading skills!

� Unique, effective, and fun manipulative-based reading instruction.
� Leveled readers progress from simple phonetic skills to more complex skills.
� Stories and illustrations capture and hold children’s imagination.
� Engaging, interactive activities in every book help children learn to:

•Identify the focus sound or sounds
•Master sight words
•Spell focus words
•Build new words with the focus sound or sounds
•Create simple sentences
•Learn about language
•Increase reading comprehension

� Pre-reading and follow-up activities allow for easy and immediate assessment.
� Plus! Beginning readers will enjoy finding hidden pictures in each book!

From the first Reading Rods® Reader to the last, children will be engaged and
excited about learning to read!
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Visit our website to write a product review 
or to find a store near you.
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This is Little Snail. He is sad today.
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On Sunday Snail crawls
back into his old paint pail.
Into the pail without a peep,
Little Snail is fast asleep.
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Slippery-slow, slippery-slop.
Follow the slimy trail—don’t stop.
Up the trail without a peep, to
Little Snail’s house to go to sleep.
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On Monday Little Snail crawls
out of his old paint pail.
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His best friend Jay has moved away.
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On Saturday Little Snail
crawls up the dusty trail.
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Slippery-slow, slippery-slop.
Follow the slimy trail—don’t stop.
Over the tracks without a peep,
to Little Snail’s house to go to sleep.
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On Tuesday Little Snail
crawls down a dusty trail.

7099 Snail and Jay BK:7099 Snail and Jay BK  2/7/11  3:43 PM  Page 6 5

Slippery-slow, slippery-slop.
Making a slimy trail—don’t stop.
Over the fields so far away, to
Jay’s new house to sing and play.
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On Friday Little Snail
heads back, past the train.
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Let’s slip and slide. Let’s flip
and fly. Let’s play in the hay.
Let’s paint some clay.
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On Wednesday Little Snail
crawls by a train.
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Slippery-slow, slippery-slop.
Making a slimy trail—don’t stop.
Over the fields so far away, to
Jay’s new house to sing and play.

7099 Snail and Jay BK:7099 Snail and Jay BK  2/7/11  3:43 PM  Page 7

10

On Thursday Little Snail
plays all day with Jay.
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Slippery-slow, slippery-slop.
Making a slimy trail—don’t stop.
Over the fields so far away, to
Jay’s new house to sing and play.
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