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It has been proven that children benefit 
immensely when parents take an active 

role in their education. As a parent, you have 
a wonderful opportunity to support what 
happens in the classroom, inspiring your child’s 
desire to learn.  

The skills and concepts presented in Skill 
Sharpeners are grade appropriate and are 
aligned to national and state standards. The 
standardized-style assessment pages are an 
integral part of  the series, helping to build 
your child’s confidence with test-question 
formats. The books are colorful, engaging, and 
easy to use with interesting themes, charming 
illustrations, and a variety of  activities that will 
appeal to your child. 

Additional parent resources from Evan-Moor 
Educational Publishers:

	 •	The	Never-Bored	Kid	Books
	 •	My	Do	&	Learn	Activity	Books
	 •	Daily	Summer	Activities
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Long, long ago bears had handsome, bushy tails. But 

that all changed one winter. This is what happened.

Bear had a long, furry tail. He was very proud of his tail. 

He was always showing it off to the other animals. 

Bear would wave his tail around and ask, “Can you see 

my tail? Don’t you think it is the most handsome tail you’ve 

ever seen?”

The other animals thought Bear was too proud. After all, 

many animals had nice, long tails. But they were afraid to 

make Bear angry. He did have those powerful paws. And 

each paw had sharp claws. An angry bear could be very 

scary. So the animals would say, “Yes, you have the best tail.”
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Answer Questions about 
How BEAR Lost His TAIL

Draw Bear with a long, 
handsome, bushy tail.

Draw Bear with a short
stump of a tail.

Fill in the circle or write the answer.
1. Why was Bear so proud of his tail?

 It had brown and white stripes.
 It was long and furry.
 It was short and curly.

2. Why were the animals afraid to make Bear angry?

  _______________________________________________

3. How did the clever fox trick Bear?

  _______________________________________________

  _______________________________________________

  _______________________________________________

4. What happened to Bear�s long tail?
 It grew longer and longer.
 It froze and broke off.
 The  sh ate Bear�s tail off.
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Skills: Recalling Story Details

Practice this page.

�

What Does It Mean?Find a word in the story that means…1. very nice looking  
_________________________

2. thickly covered in hair _________________________

3. thinking too well of yourself _________________________  

4. strong 

_________________________

5. very upset 
_________________________

6. smart 

_________________________

7. told how to do something _________________________

8. silly 

_________________________AdjectivesAdjectives are words that describe. Circle the adjectives in 

these phrases.
1. long, furry tail 

 4. big, tasty fish
2. large, powerful paws 

 5. cold, smooth ice
3. long, sharp claws 

 6. small, bare stump

Write three adjectives that describe you.
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Skills: Understanding Word Meaning; Identifying Adjectives

15 motivating 
fiction and 
nonfiction 
stories

a variety of follow-up 
activities to practice 
grade-level skills 

many pages are in 
standardized test 
format

Shaped by Research Findings
The Skill Sharpeners Reading Series is written 
by teachers and addresses these essential 
components of reading instruction as identified 
in the No Child Left Behind Act:
 • Comprehension
 • Vocabulary
 • Phonics/Structural Analysis
 • Fluency

Other literacy topics addressed include: 
 • Grammar
 • Spelling
 • Reference Skills
 • Writing

The reading component and the specific 
skills addressed are listed on the Contents 
pages; skills are also given on each practice 
page.

Engaging and Easy to Use

Author:	
Editors:		 Marilyn	Evans	
	 Jill	Norris
Copy	Editors:	 Cathy	Harber	
	 Beth	Penney
Illustrators:	 Carol	Bonfield	
	 Cindy	Davis	
	 Jo	Larsen	
	 Valerie	Leadingham	
	 Don	Robison
Desktop:	 Kristen	Calcatera
Cover:	 Liliana	Potigian

EMC	4530
Congratulations on your purchase of some of the finest teaching materials in the world. 

Photocopying the pages in this book is permitted for single-classroom use only.  
Making photocopies for additional classes or schools is prohibited. 

For information about other Evan-Moor products,  
call 1-800-777-4362, fax 1-800-777-4332, or visit our Web site, www.evan-moor.com. 

Revised edition ©2005 EVAN-MOOR CORP. 18 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Monterey, CA 93940-5746. 
Printed in USA.

JoEllen Moore



Thank you for purchasing  
an Evan-Moor e-book!

Attention Acrobat Reader Users: In order to use this e-book you need to have 
Adobe Reader 8 or higher. To download Adobe Reader for free, visit www.adobe.com. 

Using This E-book

This e-book can be used in a variety of ways to enrich your classroom instruction. 

You can:

•	engage students by projecting this e-book onto an interactive whiteboard

•	save paper by printing out only the pages you need

•	find what you need by performing a keyword search 
… and much more!

For helpful teaching suggestions and creative ideas on how you can use the features of 
this e-book to enhance your classroom instruction, visit www.evan-moor.com/ebooks. 

User Agreement

With the purchase of Evan-Moor electronic materials, you are granted a single-user 
license which entitles you to use or duplicate the content of this electronic book for 
use within your classroom or home only. Sharing materials or making copies for 
additional individuals or schools is prohibited. Evan-Moor Corporation retains full 
intellectual property rights on all its products, and these rights extend to electronic 
editions of books. 

If you would like to use this Evan-Moor e-book for additional purposes not  
outlined in the single-user license (described above), please visit  
www.evan-moor.com/help/copyright.aspx for an Application to Use Copyrighted 
Materials form. 
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CampingCamping

ank called up his best friend 

Carlos. “My dad and I are going 

camping this weekend. Do you 

want to come with us? We can 

sleep in a tent and fish in the 

lake.”

“That sounds like fun,” said 

Carlos. “I’ll pack my sleeping bag 

and fishing pole.”

The next day, Dad and the 

boys set off for the woods. 

“There’s a good spot for our tent 

and a campfire!” shouted Carlos. 

It was an open space between a 

group of trees and the path to the 

lake.

The boys helped Dad set up 

two tents. They put their sleeping 

bags inside one of the tents. “You 

boys can find some firewood,” 

said Hank’s dad. “Then I’ll make a 

campfire.” 

The boys went into the woods 

to find the firewood. Carlos found 

three long sticks. “We can use 

these to cook dinner,” he told Hank.
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in the middle of the boat? 

in Willʼs lap? 

on Willʼs head? 
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1. List three good things Max can do.

2. What bad thing does Max do?

3. How do you know that Max hates getting a bath?

 He ran away.

 He hid under the porch.

 He rolled over and wagged his tail.

4. What did Max do after his bath?

 He took a nap.

 He dug in the dirt.

 He ate his dinner.

Draw.

1. Why were the kittens sittingy?

 In a tree

 on the ground

 on the fence

2. What were the kittens doing?

1. Where were Dad and the boys going?

 to the beach

 to the woods

 to the desert

2. What were they going to do?

 sail a boat

 ride horses

 go  shing

3. Why did they need to collect  rewood?

  _____________________________________________________

4. How did they cook their hot dogs and toast?

  _____________________________________________________

5. Why did the boys want to catch  sh?

 to keep for pets

 to cook and eat them

 to take home to their momʼs

6. How do you think the boys felt when they heard something moving 
in the woods? Why?

  _____________________________________________________

  _____________________________________________________  



1. Name three ways Jake likes to eat peanut butter.

2. Where do peanuts grow?
 on a tree

 under the ground

 under thewater

3. Why did Jakeʼs mom stop to buy grape jelly?

 She needed it to make a pie.

 She needed it to make a cake.

 She needed it to make a sandwich.

4. How did Jakeʼs mom make peanut butter?

5. Do you like smooth peanut butter or chunky best? Why?



1. What made Kate unhappy when she went out to pick the apples?
 The apples were still green.

 The apples were all gone.

 Some apples had been eaten.

2. How did Kate fi nd out what was taking the apples?
 She watched the tree all day.

 She stayed up all night to watch the tree.

 She called the police to fi nd the thief.

3. Why do you think Kate needed a blanket?

4. What surprised Kate?

5. What does mean?

6. Why did Kate leave some apples on the tree?

7. What would you do if a fox was taking your apples? Why?



  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

  ________________

night



1. What happened every Sunday at Nellʼs house?

 Grandma made waffl es.

 Ma made pancakes.

 Pa made pancakes.

2. What did each person like on their pancakes?

Grandma and Ma

Pa

Nell

3. Tell three things that Nell did to help Pa make pancakes.

4. What did the bubbles on top of the pancakes mean?

 It was time to turn the pancakes over.

 It was time to eat the pancakes.

 It was time to pour syrup on the pancakes.
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in Willʼs lap? 
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Who We Are
• At Evan-Moor, we are proud that our products 

are written, edited, and tested by professional 
educators. 

• Evan-Moor’s materials are directed to 
teachers and parents of prekindergarten 
through sixth-grade students. 

• We address all major curriculum areas 
including:
reading social studies thematic units
writing geography arts & crafts
math science

How We Began
• In 1979, Joy Evans and Jo Ellen Moore were 

team-teaching fi rst grade in a Title I school. 
They decided to put ideas that worked for 
their students into a book. They joined with 
Bill Evans (Joy’s brother) to start Evan-Moor 
Educational Publishers with one book. 

• Bill and Joy’s parents’ garage served as the 
warehouse and shipping facility. 

• The fi rst catalog was a folded 8 ½" x 11" 
sheet of paper!

Who We Became
• Evan-Moor now offers over 450 titles. 

Our materials can be found in over 1,500 
educational and trade book stores around 
the world. 

• We mail almost 2 million catalogs a year to 
schools and individual teachers. 

• Our Web site www.evan-moor.com offers 
24-hour service and the ability to download 
many of our titles. 

• Evan-Moor is located in a 20,000-square-foot 
facility in Monterey, California, with a staff of 
nearly 60 professionals.

Our Mission
Now, as then, we are dedicated to helping 
children learn. We think it is the world’s most 
important job, and we strive to assist teachers 
and parents in this essential endeavor.

About Evan-Moor Educational Publishers

Helping Children Learn

Keep Your Child’s Academic Skills Sharp

Evan-Moor’s 24-book Skill Sharpeners series provides comprehensive, 
grade-specifi c skill practice in the core curriculum areas of language arts 
and math.  Full-color, 144 pages.  $9.99 each.
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It has been proven that children benefit 
immensely when parents take an active 

role in their education. As a parent, you have 
a wonderful opportunity to support what 
happens in the classroom, inspiring your child’s 
desire to learn.  

The skills and concepts presented in Skill 
Sharpeners are grade appropriate and are 
aligned to national and state standards. The 
standardized-style assessment pages are an 
integral part of  the series, helping to build 
your child’s confidence with test-question 
formats. The books are colorful, engaging, and 
easy to use with interesting themes, charming 
illustrations, and a variety of  activities that will 
appeal to your child. 

Additional parent resources from Evan-Moor 
Educational Publishers:

 • The Never-Bored Kid Books
 • Daily Summer Activities
 • Skill Sharpeners 
  - Spell & Write 
  - Math
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