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The heron and the hummingbird
~ lived near a big lake. They were
)l good friends, but they were very
different. Heron was tall, strong, and slow,
and Hummingbird was small and very fast.

Heron and Hummingbird loved to eat fish
from the lake. Heron liked the big fish, and
Hummingbird liked the little fish.




One day Hummingbird said to Heron, ‘There
are not enough fish in the lake for you and me.
Let’s have a race. Let’s fly for four days to the
old tree near the river. The winner of the race
can have all the fish in the lake, but the loser
must never eat fish again.’

Now Hummingbird was much faster than
Heron, and he knew he could win the race
easily. But Heron was a kind bird, and he didn't
like to say no to anyone.

‘That’s a good idea,’ he said.



The next morning, Heron and
Hummingbird met at the lake.

‘Good morning, my friend,’ said
Heron.

‘You think you can fly faster than
me, do you, Heron?” Hummingbird
laughed. ‘Remember, we are going
to fly to the old tree near the river.
The winner of the race can have all
the fish in the lake, but the loser
must never eat fish again.

‘Are you ready, Heron?’ said
Hummingbird. ‘Three, two, one ...
Go!” he cried, and the two birds flew
up above the lake.




Flap! Flap! Flap!

Heron flew slowly, but he didn’t look down.
His long wings never stopped moving. He just
flew and flew.



Flutter! Flutter! Flutter!

Hummingbird flew very fast, but he was soon
bored. Every time he saw a pretty flower, he
flew down and drank from it.




Sometimes, when Hummingbird
drank from the flowers, Heron
flew ahead of him. When
Hummingbird saw this, he flew
quickly after Heron, and soon
he was in front again.

‘Why don'’t you fly faster?”’
Hummingbird called to Heron.
‘Then you can drink from the
flowers too!’



Hummingbird looked at Heron
behind him, and laughed.

‘I'm going to win this race
easily!” he thought.




Flap! Flap! Flap!
Flutter! Flutter! Flutter!

All day the birds flew. Heron flew slowly,
but he was strong and he never stopped.
Hummingbird flew fast, but he went up

and down, up and down.




At last evening came.
Hummingbird was tired, so he
found a good place in a tree
and stopped for the night.

‘Heron is very slow,” he thought.
‘I can soon fly ahead of him in
the morning.’

And soon he fell asleep.




Heron didn’t stop.
Flap! Flap! Flap! He flew all night.

The big white moon shone on the trees
below, but Heron didn’t look down. He just
flew and flew.




Hummingbird slept well, and in the morning he
felt good. He flew fast and he soon saw Heron.

‘Good morning, my friend,’ said Heron.

Hummingbird flew ahead and looked back.

‘Aren’t you tired, Heron?’ he laughed. ‘I had a
very good sleep — and I'm in front of you again!’




Flap! Flap! Flap! All the second day,
the big heron flew, and he never
stopped or looked down.

Flutter! Flutter! Flutter! The little
hummingbird flew up and down,

up and down. He stopped and drank
from the pretty flowers, and then he
flew ahead of Heron once more.




On the second night, Hummingbird slept
in a tree again, but Heron flew all night.

And on the third day, Hummingbird flew
in front of Heron again. He drank from the
flowers and then fluttered near the big bird.

‘Aren’t you tired, Heron?’ he called. ‘Don’t
you want to stop?’




On the third night, Hummingbird stopped in
another tree.

‘We're nearly at the river now,” he thought. ‘In
the morning I can fly ahead of Heron. I can fly
to the old tree and win the race. Then I can eat
all the fish in the lake!’

Heron was tired. But he felt a little wind on his
wings, and he didn't stop. He just flew all night.

Flap! Flap! Flap!
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Hummingbird slept well again, and the next
morning he felt good.

‘I'm going to win the race today!” he laughed,
and he flew after Heron.

But it was very windy, and Hummingbird
couldn’t fly well. He fluttered his wings faster
and faster but the wind pushed him back.

‘Where’s Heron?’ he thought. But he couldn't
see Heron anywhere.




Then Hummingbird saw the old tree. The old
tree near the river.

And at the top of the tree, he saw ... Heron.
Heron was the winner!




‘1 am much faster than you!” Hummingbird
said to Heron. ‘How did you get here? How
did you win?’

‘I flew all night,’ said Heron. ‘You drank from
the flowers and you slept. But I felt the wind
coming and I never stopped. This morning

[ arrived at the old tree. I'm tired and hungry,
but I'm the winner.’
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So after that, Hummingbird never ate fish
again. He flew around the pretty flowers all
day, and drank from them.

He and Heron were still good friends. But
now Heron had all the fish in the lake. He

was very happy.

And this is why now, herons everywhere eat
fish, and hummingbirds drink from flowers.
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Exercises

1 Write the words.

3

1 heron 3 5

2 Write the words.
atthetopof near infrontof above ahead below

1 Hummingbird and Heron lived ___nedr  a big lake.
‘Go!’ cried Hummingbird, and the two birds flew up

the lake.
3 Hummingbird was very fast. He soon flew of Heron.
4 The moon shone on the trees , but Heron didn’t
look down.
5 T'm you again!’ laughed Hummingbird.
6 Heron was the winner. He was the old tree.
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3 Make sentences about the story.

was tall and slow.
/ flew up and down.
Heron liked Llittle fish.
was the winner of the race.
Hummingbird liked big fish.
was small and fast.
didn’t look down or stop.

was the loser of the race.
Heron was tall and slow.

1
2
5
4
5
6
Fi
8

4 Find the page and answer the questions.
1 Where did Heron and Hummingbird live?
page 2 _Near a big lake.
2 How many days was the race?

3 Where did Hummingbird sleep on the first night?

4 Why couldn’t Hummingbird fly well on the fourth day?

5 Who had all the fish in the lake after the race?
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Glossary

ahead of ahead of Heron

bored when you have nothing
interesting to do

enough no more / less than you
need / want

fast moving quickly; not slow

fell asleep past tense of
fall asleep: to go tosleep

22

flap to move up and down

flutter to move very quickly,
like a small bird

fly to gothrough the air

heron

hummingbird

idea something you think of;
a thought about what to do




river

shone past tense of shine:
to give light

tree

/‘;._ _f""__ﬂ.,,.

near near the river

winner
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. Classic Tales

Classic stories retold for learners of English — bringing the
magic of traditional storytelling to the language classroom

Level 1: 100 headwords

« The Enormous Turnip

+ The Little Red Hen

+ Lownu Mends the Sky

« The Magic Cooking Pot

« Mansour and the Donkey

« Peach Boy

« The Princess and the Pea

« Rumpelstiltskin

+ The Shoemaker and the Elves
« Three Billy-Goats

Level 2: 150 headwords

Amrita and the Trees

Big Baby Finn

The Fisherman and his Wife

The Gingerbread Man

Jack and the Beanstalk

Thumbelina

The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse
The Ugly Duckling

Level 3: 200 headwords

« Aladdin

» Goldilocks and the Three Bears

+ The Heron and the Hummingbird
+ The Little Mermaid

« Little Red Riding Hood

« Rapunzel

Level 4: 300 headwords

+ Cinderella

+ The Goose Girl

+ Sleeping Beauty

« The Twelve Dancing Princesses

Level 5: 400 headwords

+ Beauty and the Beast

+ The Magic Brocade

« Pinocchio

 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
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All Classic Tales have an accompanying

+ e-Book with Audio Pack containing the book and the
e-book with audio, for use on a computer or CD player.
Teachers can also project the e-book onto an interactive
whiteboard to use it like a Big Book.

« Activity Book and Play providing extra language practice
and the story adapted as a play for performance in class
oron stage.

For more details, visit

www.oup.com/elt/teacher/classictales
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‘Let’s have a race,” the hummingbird said to the
heron. But who was the winner?

A retelling of the classic story for learners of English

Retold by Rachel Bladon
[llustrated by Gianluca Garofalo

Classic Tales - bringing the magic of traditional
storytelling to language learning

The stories are carefully graded at Levels 1-5 to provide easy
and enjoyable reading. Beautiful illustrations on every page
work closely with the text to help understanding. Each Classic
Iale also includes activities related to the story, and a picture
dictionary or glossary.

Level 1: 100 headwords M 1evel 4: 300 headwords
B Ievel 2: 150 headwords Level 5: 400 headwords
Level 3: 200 headwords

Word count for this story: 862

Also available:

* The Heron and the Hummingbird e-Book with Audio Pack
containing the book and the e-book with audio. Use the e-book to
read and listen on your computer, or teachers can project it onto an
interactive whiteboard.

* The Heron and the Hummingbird Activity Book and Play
providing extra activities and the story adapted as a play for
performance in class or on stage.
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