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~ This is Country Mouse’s home.
One day his friend, Town
Mouse, comes to see him.

‘Hello, Country Mouse!” says Town Mouse.

‘Hello, my friend!” says Country Mouse.




There’s a lot to eat. But Town Mouse
thinks the food is strange.

He doesn’t like it very much. So he only
eats a little bit.
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‘Please have some more,’ says
Country Mouse.

‘It’s very nice,” says Town Mouse,
‘but no thank you.’



Country Mouse gives Town Mouse his bed.
‘You can have my bed tonight,” he says.

‘Thank you,’ says Town Mouse.

But Country Mouse’s bed is strange.

Town Mouse doesn’t like it very much. He
can’t go to sleep. It's very dark and quiet.




In the morning
Town Mouse is tired.

But Country Mouse
isn't tired.

‘Come on!’ he says.
‘Let’s go and get
some food.’

Let’s go and
get some food.




The grass is long and wet. Town Mouse’s
feet and trousers are wet. He doesn’t like
the country very much!

There’s a cow in the field.
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What's that?

‘Oh!’ cries Town Mouse. ‘What’s that?’

‘It's only a cow!” laughs Country Mouse.



‘Do you like the country?’ asks Country
Mouse.

‘It’s very strange here,” says Town Mouse.
‘It’s very interesting. It’s different. But I
think I like the town best.’



‘Life is good in the country,’
says Country Mouse.

‘Yes,” says Town Mouse.
‘But I like the town better.

‘It’s nice and warm and dry
in the town. It isn’t dark at
night and there’s a lot to
see. It’s very interesting.

‘And the food! Oh, there’s
a lot of food!

‘Let’s go there. Come with
me and see.’

"

Let’s go to the town.
Come with me and see.
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The next day the two mice see a cart.
It’'s going to town.
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Hurry up, |

| you sheep!

‘Hurry up, you sheep!’ says the man.
‘I want to go to town.’

‘Listen,” says Town Mouse. ‘That cart’s
going to town. Come on.’



Soon Town Mouse is home.

‘Ah!” he says, happily. ‘It’s
good to be home again.’

But Country Mouse thinks:
‘What a lot of noise! What
a lot of peoplel’




The house is very big.
Country Mouse doesn’t
like it very much.

Suddenly there is
a strange noise.

‘Oh! What's that?’
he says.
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‘It’s only the clock,’

laughs Town Mouse.
‘Look! I live there. Let’s
go and eat. Come on!’




There’s a lot to eat. But Country Mouse
thinks the food is strange.

He doesn’t like it very much. So he only
eats a little bit.

‘Please have some more,” says Town
Mouse.

‘It’s very nice,” says Country Mouse,
‘but no thank you.’
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Town Mouse gives
Country Mouse his bed.

‘You can have my bed
tonight,” he says.
‘Thank you,’ says
Country Mouse.

But Town Mouse’s bed is strange.

Country Mouse doesn’t like it very much.
He can’t go to sleep. It isn’t dark in the
room and the street is very noisy.
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In the morning Country Mouse is tired.

But Town Mouse isn’t tired.

‘Come on!’ he says. ‘Let’s go and get
some food.’

But there’s a cat and
they can’t go out.




At last the cat goes away. The two mice
are very hungry.

Suddenly, Country Mouse sees something.
‘Look!” he shouts. ‘Cheese!’

‘STOP! shouts Town Mouse. ‘Don’t touch
that! It’s a trap!’

(Look! Cheese!)

e STOP! It's a trap!
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‘Do you like the town?’
asks Town Mouse.

‘It’'s very strange here,’
says Country Mouse.
‘It’s interesting. It’s
different. But I think

[ like the country best.’




‘Life is good in the town,’
says Town Mouse.

‘Yes,” says Country Mouse.
‘But I like the country
better. It’s nice and quiet
in the country.’

‘I understand,” says Town
Mouse. ‘We like different
things.’



The next day they see a cart. It’s going
to the country.

[ Hurry up, you children.

ol B, i e & . ,‘Q"‘
That cart’s going to the country. |
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‘Hurry up, you children,’ says the driver.
‘I want to go to the country.’

‘Listen,” says Country Mouse. ‘That cart’s
going to the country. Goodbye, my friend.
Thank you.’

‘Write to me,’ says Town Mouse.
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Soon Country Mouse is home. He’s in the
country. He sits by the fire.

‘Ah!” he says happily. ‘It’s good to be
home again.’




Exercises

1 Complete the words.

lc -
3 ¢ 4 c
5 f

The country

2 Choosea, b, or c.
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Town Mouse sleeps in Country Mouse’s ...

a (] garden b bed c [ ] cart

In the country at night, it’s very ...

a (] noisy b [ ] quiet c (] dry

Town Mouse wants to go back to ...
a ) thetown b [ ]thecountry c [ ] thefields
In the town, there are a lot of ...

a ] fields b [ ] sheep c [ ) people
Country Mouse thinks the town is very ...
a [ ] strange b [ ] quiet ¢ (] dark



3 Answer the questions.

1 Isthisthe country? _ No.
Is it quiet here?

2 Isthis a house?
Is it small?

3 Who's this?
Is he happy?
Does he like it here?

4 What do they say? Write the words.

o
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You can have _my bed tonight.
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Picture Dictionary

dark Itis dark.

cheese
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tired Heis tired.

trousers
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Classic Tales

Classic stories retold for learners of English — bringing the
magic of traditional storytelling to the language classroom

Level 1: 100 headwords

» The Enormous Turnip

+ The Little Red Hen

+ Lownu Mends the Sky

+ The Magic Cooking Pot

« Mansour and the Donkey

« Peach Boy

+ The Princess and the Pea

« Rumpelstiltskin

+ The Shoemaker and the Elves
« Three Billy-Goats

Level 2: 150 headwords

Amrita and the Trees

Big Baby Finn

The Fisherman and his Wife

The Gingerbread Man

Jack and the Beanstalk

Thumbelina

The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse
The Ugly Duckling

Level 3: 200 headwords

« Aladdin

» Goldilocks and the Three Bears
« The Little Mermaid

+ Little Red Riding Hood

Level 4: 300 headwords

+ Cinderella

» The Goose Girl

+ Sleeping Beauty

« The Twelve Dancing Princesses

Level 5: 400 headwords

Beauty and the Beast

The Magic Brocade

Pinocchio

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
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All Classic Tales have an accompanying

« e-Book with Audio Pack containing the book and the
e-book with audio, for use on a computer or CD player.
Teachers can also project the e-book onto an interactive
whiteboard to use it like a Big Book.

« Activity Book and Play providing extra language practice
and the story adapted as a play for performance in class
oron stage.

For more details, visit

www.oup.com/elt/readers/classictales
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Also available:
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containing the book and the e-book with audio. Use the e-book to
read and listen on your computer, or teachers can project it onto an
interactive whiteboard.

The Town Mouse and the Country Mouse Activity Book and Play
providing extra activities and the story adapted as a play for
performance in class or on stage.

CEFR ISBN 978-0-19-423910-3

9 780194|2391 03




	0001
	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016
	0017
	0018
	0019
	0020
	0021
	0022
	0023
	0024
	0025
	0026

