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The Old Debate: Punish or Rehabilitate

Debates over how to treat prisoners have gone on since imprisonment began: should
the prison system leave inmates to fester in cold cells, with punishment and
deterrence as the goal of incarceration? Or should it let them wander from classroom
to games room, preaching rehabilitation into society as its main aim?

With over 83,000 prisoners currently locked away, England and Wales have a
staggering imprisonment rate of 150 per 100,000 of the population. Our prisons
have been officially overcrowded since 1994; nearly 14,000 current inmates are
serving indeterminate sentences. If lowering the number of criminals is the reason
behind imprisonment, recent figures point to a failing system: almost three quarters
of under-18s are reconvicted within a year of release. As James Bell, an American
lawyer and prison reform activist, said: “As it stands now, justice systems are
extremely expensive, do not rehabilitate, but in fact make the people that experience
them worse.”

In response to worldwide alarm over the ineffectiveness of how we manage criminals,
a growing number of prisons are embracing a new style of incarceration. By giving
inmates more responsibility, comfort, and freedom within the prison walls,
governors say they are offering prisoners the chance to change. As the Prison Radio
Association spokespeople said: “Reducing reoffending is of benefit to everybody.
Equipping prisoners with skills and confidence is crucial in bringing down
reoffending rates."

Complete the sentence by choosing the correct ending.

Since prisons were established, it has been considered whether or not ...
Putting criminals behind bars to reduce the crime rate is clearly not working...
The new approach to dealing with punishmentis .........

One of the most effective ways to reduce crime figures is to ...
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Choose the letter (a-g)

« a) because many under 18's are criminals.

« b) the aim of imprisonment should be to put people off committing crime or to
rehabilitate them.

« c¢)in answer to the lack of success with the way criminals are currently dealt
with.

« d) provide equipment to prisoners.

« e)the goal should be to provide warmer cells.

+ 1) help offenders develop useful skills.

« g)according to the current crime numbers.

Answers can be found on my blog on the main reading page: www.ieltsliz.com
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