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✓ Mangalyaan Mission India's Mars Orbiter spacecraft has completed more than 7 years in 

its orbit, well beyond its designed mission life of six months.  

✓ Also known as Mangalyaan, Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM) is the maiden interplanetary 

mission of the Indian Space Research Oranisation (ISRO).  

✓ Launched in 2013, the probe was successfully inserted into Martian orbit on September 

24, 2014.  

✓ The spacecraft has already covered 3 Martian years (1 Martian year = 2 Earth years or 687 

days).  

✓ Launch - PSLV-C25, the 25th flight of PSLV launched MOM Spacecraft. • PSLV was 

used to launch MOM as GSLV was not in operational condition then. So, ISRO could 

apportion only about 15 kg for scientific instruments.  

✓ Purpose - MOM is primarily a technology demonstration venture and all the mission 

objectives were successfully met.  

✓ MOM will explore and observe Mars surface features, morphology, mineralogy and the 

Martian atmosphere.  

✓ Further, a specific search for methane in the Martian atmosphere will provide information 

about the possibility or the past existence of life on the planet. 
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