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  

  

  

  

  

  

     



  

   



   



  

  



  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    



  

    



  



  

  

  

   

 



  

  



  

    



  



  

  

   





  

  

  

  

  





     



Nodavac-R
  



 

    



  

  



    

   
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

NR 



    

 IAS 



   



 R

  



     



 

   



    

  

 



 

IAS

 



 

(Pyroly-
sis pilot plant)  





  (Biochar) 





     



‘’

 

   

 





 “

”

(SDG) 3 



      

  



 



   

   

MACS 1407 

     



  

 





    

 IGST  

    



    COVID - 19
“CO
- JEET” 

    





 



 5G 





 





  



     

‘”



4THOOTHUKUDI - 99445 11344,   TIRUNELVELI - 98942 41422,   RAMANATHAPURAM - 75503 52916,   MADURAI - 98431 10566





   



 



   





 



(RERA) 

 ‘”



  



  

   



 

    

   

      



    

    





   



     

   COVID


COVID 



 

Wi-fi 

 

    Wi-fi


    

(DAP)




   INS
   

  

    

 



     



    



  ‘Go
Air’ ‘Go First’ 

    



     

(NABARD) 





 

    

   NABARD 

  





 COVID 





   



 

   



 COVID
  

(GST) 



 

    

    



   


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 



 

  

(AICTE) 

  







 





     





 



“”“”



 CLAP (Clean Andhra Pradesh) 

     





 



  



  

MGNREGA 

   



 ‘”





  

‘”



 

‘’  

 



 “”
   

COVID -19



     

 



  



    



    



 COVID - 19  



 ‘’  



     

 



 

 



 AYUSH COVID - 19
 ‘  ’  



 AYUSH   

  



    



   

‘’



     

 ‘’  ‘’

‘’








6THOOTHUKUDI - 99445 11344,   TIRUNELVELI - 98942 41422,   RAMANATHAPURAM - 75503 52916,   MADURAI - 98431 10566



    

   





   ‘ 

’ 

   







    (WHO)  



GAVI  



 



 Space X 

   

     



 



II 

 





 



 

    



 



 

Yamatosaurus izanagii 





 2.4oC







     

COVID - 19 

 

    



    



COP 26-





  

  

  

 

 ‘’   

   



      







 UK


 ‘’  





 





 “Woman Sitting Near
a Window (Marie - Therese)” 







 

KP 

   


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    

   





‘’



 (ESA) 


‘The Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (JUICE)’ 


 



  ‘

’

COVID 





  (2021) G7 

  





 

   





 

 ‘’


  ‘’
 

COVID - 19 

   



 



 



    (LIC) 





    

 (CCEA) IDBI


    



   





    





 DBS 

    



(RBI) 

   





(MD)     







 

(DRDO),  (Single Crystal Blade)


 IBM, 2 -

   





  “ID-Art”   



  







 NITI     





8THOOTHUKUDI - 99445 11344,   TIRUNELVELI - 98942 41422,   RAMANATHAPURAM - 75503 52916,   MADURAI - 98431 10566

  

‘CovAid’

    

Scal-
able and Portable Testing (SPOT)  



   





 I/O 

‘  ’  





 DRDO 



DIPCOVAN 





   



UNICEF   



    







 

 





 

 

 “ ”   



 

  

   



 





  ‘’ 

NM,  

‘

’ 



 

    



“   

 

”


  

‘Happy Birthday’ 

  



 (Lit-
erature) “

”







 International Invincible Fold Medal








    

 



 

    





    





 

    




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 (RBI) 



 





 







 



 (SBI) M.
 (NARCL)  

    

  



 

     



 IPS CBI


   







 II ’


 II      

   

   

  



 

    

   

   



    



 





 

“NEEV FUND I” 



      





 BRICS    



 BRICS 



 

(UNICEF)
    

 



  BRICS  

(BAWG)     



    





 

(SIPRI) 

    (USA)
  

 (US)  

 



 


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



 QS    



    





 

    







 

   







 EY 



   





     







      

    





     

    

  



 





    





 







 

    

(Hall of Fame) 





1. 

    



2.   





3.  



4. 

    



5. 



6.  



7. 



8. 







9. 


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  



10.      


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  





75. 

   

(Electronic
Counter Measure) 

76. 









77.    





78.  





79. 



80. 



81. 

   


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May 1 - International Labour Day

May 1 - Maharashtra and Gujarat Day

May 2 - World Laughter Day

May 2 - World Tuna Day

May 3 - World Press Freedom Day

May 4 - The International Fire Fighters
Day

May 4 - World Asthma Day (1st Tuesday of
may)

May 5 - World Hand Hygiene Day

May 5 - International Midwives Day

May 6 - International No Diet Day

May 7 - World Athletics Day

May 7 - BRO 61st Raising Day

May 8 - World Red Cross and Red Crescent
Day

May 8 - World Thalassemia Day

May 10 - International Day of Argania

May 11 - National Technology Day

May 12 - International Nurses Day

May 16 - World Agri - Tourism Day

May 16 - Sikkim Statehood Day

May 16 - National Dengue Day

May 17 - World Telecommunication and In-
formation Society Day

May 17 - World Hyper Tension Day

May 17 to 23 - UN Global Traffic Safety Day

May 17 - International Day Against Ho-
mophobia, Transphobia and
Biphobia

May 18 - InternationalMuseum Day

May 20 - World Bee Day

May 21 - International Tea Day

May 21 - World Day for Cultural Diversity
for Dialogue and Development

May 21 - National Anti-Terrorism Day

May 21 - National Endangered Species Day

May 23 - World  Turtle Day

May 23 - International Day to End Obstet-
ric Fistula

May 25 - International Missing Children’s
Day

May 25 - World Thyroid Day

May 26 - Vesak Day

May 28 - International Day of Action for
Women’s health

May 28 - World Menstrual Hygiene Day

May 29 - World Hunger Day

May 29 - International Everest Day

May 30 - Goa Statehood Day

May 31 - World No Tobacco Day

1. Important Days

2. Tamil Nadu

 The Central Institute of Brackish Aquaculture lo-
cated in Chennai has developed an indigenous
vaccine for Viral Nervous Necrosis. The name of
the vaccine is Nodavac–R. The disease is caused
by the Betanodavirus.

 A special incentive scheme has been implemented

to avoid higher education dropouts.  The Tamil
Nadu School Education Department has directed
the District Primary Education Officers to send full
details including the bank accounts of the eligible
students. Under the scheme, 10th and 11th class
students will be given Rs.1,500 each and +2
students will be given Rs 2,000 incentives.
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 Muthuvel Karunanidhi Stalin, the DMK president
was sworn in as Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. He
is the 8th Chief Minister of tamilnadu.

 Senior IAS officer Dr. V Irai Anbu has been
appointed as the Chief Secretary of Tamil Nadu.
He succeeded Rajiv ranjan.

 R Shunmugasundaram was appointed as the
Advocate General of the state by the Tamilnadu
government. The former DMK Rajya Sabha MP and
also a designated senior advocate has served as
the state public prosecutor.

 Chief minister of Tamil Nadu M K Stalin announced
that All media persons working in newspapers,
visual and audio media at the risk of their lives
due to rain, sun and floods will be considered as
frontline employees in Tamil Nadu.

 M Appavu and K Pichandy were on Tuesday elected
unopposed as Speaker and Deputy Speaker of the
16th Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly.

 The Tamil Nadu government appointed Rajesh
Lakhoni, Commissioner, Archives and Historical

Research, as CMD of Tamil Nadu Electricity Board
and TANGEDCO.

 Tamil Nadu Governor Banwarilal Purohit has
appointed retired IAS officer V. Palanikumar as the
State Election Commissioner.

 The foundation stone of the integrated Solar Dryer
and Pyrolysis pilot plant was laid at Chennai.

 The pilot plant is part of the Indo-German project
‘Pyrasol’.

 The project will ultimately lead for the technol-
ogy development to transform urban organic waste
and sewage sludge into biochar and energy in
Indian Smart Cities as well as in other urban cen-
tres.

 Puducherry has become ‘Har Ghar Jal’ Union Ter-
ritory by ensuring that every rural home has tap
water connection.

 It has become the fourth state/ UT to provide as-
sured tap water supply to every rural home after
Goa, Telangana and Andaman & Nicobar Islands.

3. India

 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 3 states “En-
sure healthy lives and promote well–being for all
at all ages”. The Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yoajna
is a key component of Ayushman Bharat Yojna.

 Indian Institute of Technology–Bombay (IIT–B),
has set up a demonstration unit to convert  nitro-
gen generators, into oxygen generators by modi-
fying the existing nitrogen plant set up.

 Scientists of Agharkar Research Institute (ARI),
Pune in  collaboration with Indian Council for Ag-
ricultural Research (ICAR) have developed a new
high–yielding and pest–resistant variety of soy-
bean named MACS 1407.

 A batch of three Rafale fighter aircraft landed in
India. According to reports, the three aircraft
landed at Ambala airbase, thus taking the total
number of delivered fighter jets to 21. 

 The Government of India has brought down the
IGST for import of Oxygen Concentrators for per-
sonal use from the present 28% slab to 12%.

 The  Indian armed forces have launched opera-
tion "CO–JEET" to support anti–COVID–19 efforts
of the country. It aims to strengthen medical in-
frastructure and oxygen supply chains and to en-
sure mental wellbeing of people.

 In  India, 100% FDI has been allowed for roads
and highways sector allowed under the automatic
route.

 The Government of India’s Department of  Tele-
communications (DoT), has permitted telecommu-
nication companies to conduct trials for 5G tech-
nology in India.

 The First supply of UCO  (Used Cooking Oil) based
Biodiesel blended Diesel was flagged off recently
from Indian Oil’s Tikrikalan Terminal, New Delhi.
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 The first batch of 83 women military soldiers from
the Corps of Military Police Centre and School
were inducted into the Indian Army. For the first
time in history, 83 women have been enlisted in
the Indian Army’s Non-Official Infantry Police.

 The Supreme Court has struck down West Bengal's
Housing Industry Regulation Act (HIRA) 2017, say-
ing it was ‘unconstitutional’ as it is in direct con-
flict with the Centre’s Real Estate (Regulation and
Development) Act (RERA).

 May 11 is celebrated as National Technology Day
in India every year, to mark the day on which In-
dia conducted its nuclear tests at Pokhran,
Rajasthan in the year 1998.

 The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)
has recently launched a new application for
psycho–social wellness of students. The new app
will help the class 9–12 students and parents from
CBSE–affiliated schools.

 The Union government has accepted the
recommendation for extension of the gap between
the first and second doses of Covishield vaccine
to 12-16 weeks.

 The Central government has relaxed income tax
norms for the Covid hospitals, nursing home and
Covid care centres for receiving cash of Rs.2 lakh
or above from the patients.

 With the commissioning of Wi–Fi at Hazaribagh
Town,  Jharkhand in Dhanbad Division of East
Central Railway, Indian Railways commissioned
Wi–Fi at 6,000 Railway stations.

 The Central Government announced to hike the
fertiliser subsidy to Rs 1,200 per bag of
Diammonium Phosphate (DAP).

 INS Rajput was decommissioned after 41 years of
glorious service to the nation. INS Rajput was lead
ship of Kashin-class destroyers built by erstwhile
USSR.

 Mumbai–based Indian budget airline, GoAir has
rebranded itself as ‘Go First’. It is owned by the
Indian business conglomerate Wadia Group.

 The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment (NABARD) has extended financial as-
sistance to the Government of Assam to the tune
of Rs 1,236 crore in order to boost its rural con-
nectivity.

 The Mahratta Chamber of Commerce, Industry, and
Agriculture (MCCIA) has partnered with NABARD
to launch India's first Agriculture export facilita-
tion centre (AEFC) in Pune. It aims to boost agri-
cultural exports from the region and adhere to
global standards.

 In order to address the problems of elders in the
context of the ongoingCOVID pandemic, the Min-
istry of Social Justice has started state wise call
centres in major states under the ELDERLINE
project.

 Karnataka has been ranked first in establishing
Health and Wellness Centres under Ayushman
Bharat Program in 2020–21. While the Centre had
set a target of establishing 2,263 centres, the State
has upgraded 3,300 centres.

 Haryana became the first state in the country to
reimburse Goods and services tax (GST) paid on
Covid–related donations made to the state and
state–run organisations.

 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
has approved the self–use Rapid Antigen Test for
Covid–19 developed by Mylab Discovery Solutions.

 The Social Justice and Empowerment Ministry is
set to provide a one–time financial assistance of
Rs 1,500 to transgender persons.

 Odisha state leads in production of  sweet  pota-
toes across the country. Recently a group of farm-
ers has successfully grown purple sweet potatoes
in summer.

  All India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE) has allowed colleges to offer engineering
degree in eight regional Indian  languages, 
including Tamil, from the new academic year
(2020-21)

 The Uttar Pradesh government won the “E-
Panchayat Puraskar 2021”.
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 It was followed by Assam and Chhattisgarh at the
second position.

 Jharkhand has clinched the first position in the
progress of the implementation of the Smart City
Mission's schemes.

 This is according to the recent ranking released
by the Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Af-
fairs.

 The Indian Space Research Organisation’s Vikram
Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) in Thiruvanantha-
puram has developed three different types of
ventilators and an oxygen concentrator at a time
when a shortage of these critical medical
equipment resulted in deaths of many Covid-19
patients across the country.

4. State Affairs

 The Government of National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Amendment) Act, 2021 has come into  force
in the national capital. According to the amended
legislation, the "government" in Delhi means the
" Lieutenant Governor ".

 The state government of Andhra Pradesh is set to
launch CLAP (Clean Andhra Pradesh) Jagananna
Swachha Sankalpam programme.

 The Civil Aviation Ministry has permitted the
Telangana government to use drones for experi-
mental delivery of vaccines. This exemption will
be valid for a period of one year or until further
orders.

 West Bengal provided work to 11.8 million people
through MGNREGA in FY21, which is the highest
in the country. It utilised around Rs 10,403.13
crore for implementing the scheme and stands
third in spending the funds after only to Uttar
Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh.

 Glyphosate is an herbicide, which used to kill
weeds, especially used in cotton farms and to kill
annual broadleaf weeds and grasses that com-
pete with crops. The Telangana Government has
imposed a total ban on glyphosate.

 Under its 'Mission Oxygen', also coined as
Swayampurna Maharashtra, the state aims to in-
crease daily production of Oxygen up to 3,000
metric tonnes.

 The state Government of Chhattisgarh has
launched the scheme named “Chhattisgarh
Mahtari Dular Yojna”. Under this scheme, the state
would bear the education expenses of the chil-
dren who have lost parents to COVID–19.

 Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh announced
Malerkotla as the state's new district. After a
long–pending demand of the people, Malerkotla
is named as the 23rd district of the state.

 The Maharashtra  cabinet approved an Agro–tour-
ism policy aimed at empowering farmers, in Sep-
tember 2020. It aims to provide market for agri-
culture produce, encourage agriculture allied busi-
ness, and provide employment opportunities to
women and youth in rural areas.

 The Uttarakhand Police has launched a drive
called "Mission Hausla" to help people get oxy-
gen, beds and plasma for COVID–19 patients.

 The state Government of Assam has enacted “The
Assam Microfinance Institutions (Regulation of
Moneylending) Act, 2020”, through which it pro-
poses to control microfinance and related insti-
tutions.

 The Government of Punjab has targeted to bring
one million hectares of farm land under Direct
Seeding of Rice (DSR) technique, during this crop-
ping year.

 In Himachal Pradesh, AYUSH Department
launched a state–wide wellness programme
'AYUSH Ghar  Dwar' for COVID–19 patients. The
initiative aims to provide a holistic healthcare
through AYUSH.

 The facility is already made operational in 5 ma-
jor States of UP, MP, Rajasthan, TN and Karnataka.

 Tripura recently launched Vande Tripura, a 24×7
dedicated educational channel to offer lessons
on the school syllabus.
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 The channel initially has started with recorded
lessons.

 Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren recently
launched the ‘Amrit Vahini’ App and a ‘Chatboat’
App. Though ‘Amrit Vahini’ App or website one
can get all information about the availability of
hospital beds and book bed online.

 The West Bengal government will set up Legisla-
tive Council (Vidhan Parishad).

 For setting up the Council, a Bill has to be intro-
duced in the Assembly and then a nod from the
Governor is required.

 ‘Jupitice Justice Technologies’, an Chandigarh-
based  start-up  has developed World’s 1st Pri-
vate Digital Court (powered by Blockchain & Arti-
ficial Intelligence).

 This is setup to resolve disputes under the Pri-
vate Justice System through Alternative Dispute
Resolution Mechanisms (ADR).

5. International Affairs

 The World Health Organisation (WHO) and its
partners namely UN children's agency and the
vaccine alliance Gavi, have set a new global vac-
cination strategy– Immunisation Agenda 2030
(IA2030). It aims to save 50 million lives within
the year 2030,

 Elon Musk–owned SpaceX recently launched a
new batch of 60 Starlink internet satellites into
orbit onboard its Falcon 9 rocket.

 A seabed mining robot, which was being tested
on the  Pacific Ocean floor at a depth of more
than 4 km has become detached.

 The robot was meant to collect the nodules rich
in cobalt and other battery metals found on the
seabed.

 Researchers have discovered the world's first–
known pregnant mummy, in the Warsaw Mummy
Project. The mummy, which is said to be dating
from the first century in Egypt, has been found
inside the coffin belonging to a male priest.

 The USA Government has approved a major solar
energy project in the California desert that would
be capable of powering nearly 90,000 homes.

 The Democratic Republic of Congo declared the
end of Ebola outbreak.

 The country contained the outbreak using Merck's
(MRK.N) Ebola vaccine.

 A team of palaeontologists has identified a new
species of hadrosaur or duck–billed dinosaur,

Yamatosaurus izanagii, on one of the southern
islands of Japan.

 The Climate Action Tracker analysis said that the
world will warm by 2.4C by the year 2100. This is
only 0.2C less than the temperature without glo-
bal action.

 The World Health Organisation (WHO) finally
granted the conditional approval to Sinopharm
COVID–19 vaccine for emergency use.

 Conservationist, Broadcaster and historian Sir
David Attenborough has been  named as the
People’s Advocate for the COP 26 of UN climate
change summit to be held under the UK Presi-
dency, in partnership with Italy. The summit is to
be held this year in Glasgow.

 The Chinese spacecraft named Tianwen–1 has
successfully landed on the Mars planet. This
makes China the second country after the USA to
land its rover on the red planet.

 The Government of the United Kingdom, has pro-
posed to introduce a new law this year, which
mandates voters to prove their identities at the
time of casting their votes.

 ‘Heartbeat bill’ is a controversial legislation in the
United States which makes abortions illegal as
soon as the fetal heartbeat can be detected.
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 Every Pablo Picasso's famous "Woman Sitting Near
a Window (Marie–Therese)" painting was sold  for
USD 103.4 million at Christie's in New York. This
is the first time in two years that a work has bro-
ken the USD 100 million mark.

 Nepal's Prime Minister, KP Sharma Oli has formed
a minority government after opposition parties
failed to form a coalition. He has become the
Prime Minister for the third time.

 As per the recent data from the European Space
Agency, the Iceberg A–76 broke from the western
side of the Ronne Ice Shelf in Antarctica is now
floating on the Weddell Sea. This is said to be the
largest iceberg in the world as it measures around
170 kilometers long and 25 kilometers wide.

 The European Space Agency (ESA), in association
with Airbus Defence and Space is developing the
“The Jupiter Icy Moons Explorer (JUICE)”.

 It is an interplanetary spacecraft which has a mis-
sion to study three of Jupiter's moons, namely  –
Ganymede, Callisto,  and Europa.

 French President Emmanuel Macron hosted the
Paris summit for African, European and financial
leaders. They agreed on a plan to help Africa over-
come the economic effects of the coronavirus
pandemic, called the 'New Deal for Africa and by
Africa'.

 The 2021 G7 Health Ministers’ Meeting sched-
uled to be held at Oxford University.

 India has been invited as a guest, to join virtually
in the event.

 The Global Health Summit was co–hosted by the
European Commission and Italy as part of its G20
presidency. The Rome Declaration was released
at the end of the Summit.

6. Economy & Business

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to
conduct a customer satisfaction survey to find out
the impact of the recent mergers of public sector
banks. The 'Bank Customers' Satisfaction Survey'
will cover a total of 20,000 respondents from 21
states.

 The country’s apex financial regulator the Reserve
Bank of India has recently released the ‘State of
the Economy’ report. In the report, RBI has stated
that of COVID infections are not brought under
immediate control, it  lead to inflationary pres-
sures.

 Shivalik Mercantile Co–operative Bank Ltd. was
granted an in–principle approval from the Reserve
Bank of India, for transition into a small finance
bank in 2020.

 Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) has become the
third strongest and the tenth most valuable in-
surance brand globally. According to a report by

Brand Finance Insurance 100 2021.

 There are 5 Chinese Insurance companies in the
top 10 with Ping An Insurance at the top place.

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA), chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
has given its in–principle  approval for strategic
disinvestment along with transfer of management
control in IDBI Bank.

 The United Nations has projected that the Indian
economy would grow at 10.1 percent in the
calendar year 2022, nearly double the 5.9 per cent
growth forecast for the country in the January
report. But cautioned that the growth outlook of
2021 was “highly fragile” as the country was
the “new hotbed of the pandemic.”

 The RBI recently laid down set of instructions to
improve the corporate bank governance.

 The post of MD and CEO shall not be held by the
same person for more than 15 years.
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 Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO), has developed single crystal blade tech-
nology. This has been developed for Hindustan
Aeronautics Limited (HAL) to be used for their he-
licopter development programme.

 IBM announced that it has created a 2–nanom-
eter chip, which is the smallest and most power-
ful microchip ever developed. At present, most of
the computer chips powering devices use 10–na-
nometer or 7–nanometer process technology.

 Sinopharm vaccine, developed by China, Interpol
has launched a mobile app named “ID–Art app”.
This app would help identify stolen cultural prop-
erty, reduce illicit trafficking, and increase the
chances of recovering stolen works and artefacts

 The NITI Aayog has set up a dedicated portal
named ‘CovAid’, to track all aid coming via mis-

sions or by individual organisations, with a de-
tailed SOP (standard operating procedure).

 Researchers from University of Illinois Urbana–
Champaign have developed a new  technology
called Scalable and Portable Testing– SPOT. It can
be used as a coronavirus test to get accurate re-
sults from a saliva sample in less than 30 min-
utes.

 During the Google's I/O developer conference, the
company introduced AI–powered dermatology
assist tool, which can detect skin diseases using
smartphone cameras.

 The Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO) has developed an antibody
detection–based kit, named the DIPCOVAN. It
stands for ‘DIPAS–VDx COVID 19 IgG Antibody
Microwell ELISA’.

7. Science and Technology

8. Awards & Honours

 Football star and UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador
David Beckham is serving as the Vaccine Ambas-
sador, to create  awareness and confidence in the
process of vaccination.

 The Government of Japan has decided to award
the Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Rays
to Ms. Shyamala Ganesh, the former President of
the Bengaluru Chapter of Ohara-ryu Ikebana. This
decision to confer the decoration is the first of its
kind since the establishment of the Consulate-
General of Japan in Bengaluru.

 Dr Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted, a global nu-
trition expert of Indian descent has won the pres-
tigious 2021 World Food Prize. The veteran’s re-
search on small native fish species  led to the
development of nutrition–sensitive approaches.

 Nuklu Phom, a Church worker from Nagaland has
been conferred with the Whitley Award 2021,
which is also called as the “Green Oscar Award”.

 He is the  only India to be conferred with this
award, which is given annually by Whitley Fund

for Nature, in recognition of people who conserve
nature at the grassroot level.

  Miss Mexico Andrea Meza was crowned Miss Uni-
verse in Florida.

 Andrea Meza finished first ahead of the Brazilian
and Peruvian finalists.

 Tamil poet and lyricist Vairamuthu has been
chosen for the fifth ONV literary award instituted
by the ONV Cultural Academy. The award,
instituted in memory of poet ONV Kurup, is
awarded alternately to poets from Malayalam and
other Indian languages.

 Shaji NM, also called as ‘Tuber Man’ of Kerala
has been presented with the India Biodiversity
Award 2021, in the individual category of ‘Con-
servation of Domesticated Species’.

 Maria Ressa has been named as the 2021 laure-
ate of the UNESCO/Guillermo Cano World Press
Freedom Prize.
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 The $25,000 prize “recognizes outstanding con-
tributions to the defence or promotion of press
freedom especially in the face of danger,” accord-
ing to UNESCO.

 Anupam Kher won the Best Actor award for his
performance in the short film Happy Birthday at
the New York City International Film Festival.

 The film has been directed by Prasad Kadam.

 It produced by FNP Media.

 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced
that the state  government will present ‘Manoj
Das International Literary Award’ in memory of
eminent litterateur Manoj Das.

 The award will be conferred on litterateurs from
Odisha for their creative contribution to English
literature every year.

 International Invincible Gold Medal of this year
has been conferred on Union Education Minister
Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank.

 He has been recognised for his extraordinary com-
mitment and outstanding service to humanity
through his writings, social and illustrious public
life.

 The John Templeton Foundation has awarded the
2021 Templeton Prize to world-renowned etholo-
gist and conservationist Jane Goodall.

 She is the first ethologist and the fourth woman
to receive the prize since.

 She receives this award for her ground breaking
discoveries that have changed humanity's under-
standing of its role in the natural world.

 Hong Kong mountaineer, Tsang Yin-hung, recorded
“world’s fastest ascent of Everest by a woman”
in just 26 hours.

 Tsang climbed 8,848.86-metre mountain in a
record time of 25 hours and 50 minutes in her
third attempt.

9. Appointments

 Subodh Kumar Jaiswal, who took over as the
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI)’s 33 rd

director, has his work cut out. He is expected to
take forward his predecessor Rishi Kumar Shukla’s
attempt to restore the federal agency’s credibility.

 The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has ap-
pointed Vaishali S Hiwase as the first woman of-
ficer to command a Road Construction Company
(RCC).

 Mamata Banerjee was sworn as Bengal Chief Min-
ister for the third time. She has been the Chief
Minister of the state since 2011.

 Himanta Biswa Sarma was named the next chief
minister of Assam and he will replace incumbent
Sarbananda Sonowal to the top post. He is the
15th Chief Minister of Assam.

 Padmakumar M Nair of State Bank of India (SBI)
will be the Chief executive officer of National
Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL).

 NARCL, also called as the 'bad' bank, is expected
to be operational in June 2021.

 The U.S administration has announced that In-
dian–American Neera Tanden is set to join the
White House as a senior adviser to President Joe
Biden.

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has
approved the appointment of T Rabi Sankar,
Executive Director, RBI, as Deputy Governor of
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for a period of three
years.

  Bashar al-Assad has been re-elected for a fourth
term as president of war-ravaged Syria.
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 The Indian Navy has launched the Operation
Samudra Setu–II, under which Indian Naval war-
ships would ship liquid oxygen filled cryogenic
containers from foreign nations.

 India and UK have jointly adopted ‘Roadmap
2030’, during a virtual bilateral between Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and British coun-
terpart Boris Johnson. The two leaders pledged
to elevate this road map into a comprehensive
strategic partnership.

 The European Investment Bank has entered into
a pact with State Bank of India, for equity financ-
ing Indian small businesses which are focusses
on climate change and sustainability.

 India has recently participated in the 3rd  Arctic
Science Ministerial (ASM3), the international plat-
form for discussing research and cooperation in
the Arctic region.

10. Foreign Relations

 ASM3, jointly organised by Iceland and Japan, is
the first Ministerial meeting being held in Asia.

 India has assumed BRICS Presidency this year and
hosted the 1st BRICS Employment Working Group
Meeting in New Delhi.

 Chandra, Secretary, Labour and Employment
chaired the Working Group Meeting.

 The Ministry of Youth Affairs, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare, the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and its partner
organisation YuWaah, as well their partners, has
launched a pan–India campaign called
#YoungWarrior. It aims to engage young people
across the country to address the ongoing COVID–
19 crisis.

 India hosted the seventh meeting of BRICS As-
tronomy Working Group (BAWG) on online mode
participants agreed to develop a flagship project
in  this area.

11. Index

 As per the recent report by Stockholm Interna-
tional Peace Research Institute (SIPRI), the USA
is the world’s largest military spender in 2020.
The top five spenders are the China, India, Rus-
sia and the United Kingdom, other than the USA.

 India has been ranked at 49th  position in Chan-
dler Good Government Index. Finland has topped
the index. The index ranks 104 countries, under
which each country is measured across over 50
open data points. It is based in seven pillars.

 The Indian institute of technology (IIT) Bombay is
the best institute in India, as per the latest QS
World University Ranking 2021. The institute has
been ranked 172nd in top universities across the
world by the Quacquarelli Symonds Ranking. 

 London–based property consultant Knight Frank
released the Global Prime Residential Index. As
per the index, New Delhi and Mumbai are ranked
in 32nd and 36th positions respectively.

 Business risk analysts Verisk Maplecroft has re-
cently released a report on the cities which are
most vulnerable to environmental hazards.

 Jakarta has topped the list and Delhi has been
ranked at No.2.

 India has moved a notch higher at the third spot
(from fourth position) on EY’s Renewable Energy
Country Attractiveness Index.

 This is due to exceptional performance on the
solar photovoltaic (PV) front.
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12. Sports News

 German Tennis player Alexander Zverev defeated
Italian Matteo Berrettini to claim his fourth Mas-
ters 1000 crown and second Madrid Open title.

 Spanish Tennis veteran Rafael Nadal beat ace
player Novak Djokovic to clinch the Italian Open
title, for a record 10th time.

 Indian high jumper Tejaswin Shankar has claimed
a gold medal at the Big 12 Outdoor Track and Field
Championships in Manhattan, USA.

 Mixed Martial Artist (MMA) Arjan Bhullar made
history as he became the  first fighter of India

descent to win a world title in the sport.

 In Snooker, English professional player Mark Selby
has become the World Snooker Champion for the
fourth time.

 He won the Championship title after defeating fel-
low mate Shaun Murphy at the Crucible Theatre
in Sheffield, England.

 Basketball Legend Kobe Bryant was inducted post-
humously into the Basketball Hall of Fame in a
ceremony that was delayed around nine months
due to the coronavirus pandemic.


